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Town of Charlotte

Selectboard Meeting

September 28, 2009
Approved October 26, 2009
Members Present: Frank Thornton, Charles Russell, Winslow Ladue, Jenny Cole, Ed Stone
Administration: Dean Bloch
Others: Jane Lazorchak, Yvonne Heininger, Peter Heininger, Nancy Sabin, Bob Mesaros, Susan Smith, Mary Mead, Moe Harvey, Dorothy Pellet, Larry Hamilton, Linda Hamilton, Iris Muggenthaller, Ellie Russell, David Miskell, Mark Dillenbeck, Cindi Burns, Karen Dudley, James Christian, Heather Manning, Bob Hyams, Annemie Curlin, Mischul Brownstone,  Andrew Grayson, Mary Lou Kete, Claudia Mucklow, Heidi Sheldrick, Donald Sheldrick, Teena Flood, Bob Linck, Kathy Blume, Clyde Baldwin, Robin Reid, Sharron Balaban, Elaine Ittlemen, Suzy Hodgson, David Marshall, Dana Farley, Mura O’Dea, Stew Pierson, John Limanek, Nigel Mucklow, Patrice Machavern, Sue Thibault, David Luce, Lynne Jaunich, Jack Pilla, Carrie Spear.
1. Call to order

Mr. Russell called the Selectboard to order at 7:02 PM.
2. Adjustments to Agenda
None

3. Public Discussion
Residents of Haymaker Road arrived to express their frustration with the Cartularos’ dogs.  The Cartularos have not been in compliance with the town order to fence in their dogs with two levels of coverage.  The dogs have been outside without a leash.  Mr. Russell met with the Cartularos to discuss the issue.  Pete Heininger discussed the electric fence.  He is worried the electric fence will fail and wants the stipulations to be followed through.  Ashley Sage discussed pets in the area that have been attacked.  The dogs have frequently broken through the fence.  Ms. Cole mentioned the extra level of coverage in the stipulation.  The members of the community feel that the stipulation is fine as written but needs to be enforced.  Mr. Russell has notified the Cartularos that they are in violation of the order and there is nothing else the board can do.  The members of the community have called for civil penalties to be enforced.  Mr. Russell is concerned that the Cartularos are not present to defend themselves.  
MOTION by Jenny Cole that the Selectboard notify the Cartularos of the stipulation in place.  The notification will include a letter stating that the Selectboard has been notified of violations of the order

SECONDED by Winslow Ladue

VOTE; 4 ayes 1 nay (Ed Stone)

4. Charlotte Land Trust – request for $60,000 from Charlotte Conservation Fund for conservation project in East Charlotte, Town of Monkton, and Town of Hinesburg.  Potential action: approve spending from Town Conservation Fund.

Emily Boedecker of the Nature Conservancy and Bob Linck of the Vermont Land Trust discussed the conservation project to take place in Hinesburg, Monkton, and East Charlotte.  There will be a parking area and kiosk off Rotax Road in Monkton.  Negotiations are possible regarding horseback access.  Bob Linck gave a summary of the partnership for this project between the Vermont Land Trust with the Nature Conservancy.  There is a unique opportunity to link properties with large ecological values.  The Nature Conservancy recently received a grant from the federal government.  They hope the community will recognize the values of the communities.  Emily Boedecker from the Nature Conservancy discussed the public access of the land and the short time line of the project.  The preserve will be open to the public.  The main issues the Nature Conservancy has heard are hunting on the property and horseback access on the property.  They do not allow horses on any other properties in Vermont but are considering allowing it on this land.  The major considerations are equitability, trespassing on public lands, and parking issues.  
The Nature Conservancy is concerned that a developer will buy up the land if they do not act quickly.  Ms. Boedecker said the only access will be through Monkton.  The $60, 000 will go towards direct costs appropriate to Charlotte, values are associated to all properties.  There was a question as to why the property will not be accessable through the current property owners’ land.  It is because the owners are keeping a portion of the land where they live.  There is a concern of why the town of Charlotte will be giving this money if most of the land is not in Charlotte.  
There was a question of whether the access off Rotax road will be flooded and if there will be an increase in human traffic.  There are seasonal water issues but the road veers to avoid water trouble.  There are not detailed studies of what the human traffic will be but with other preserves there is a spike in the first year and then traffic levels off.  Mary Lou Kete was concerned that eliminating horseback riding will be a huge change in traditions.  She suggested that the Selectboard table the discussion until the Nature Conservancy has a plan to accommodate the community’s desires.  
Moe Harvey expressed his support for the project but was concerned of the total price of the project to Charlotte.  He is concerned that the funding is inequitable and that the only access is through Monkton.  To cut off access after the community has maintained the trails is outrageous.  Bob Linck said that this issue is more complicated than Mr. Harvey has said and access is not being closed off.  Mr. Harvey suggested delaying a decision on this project.  
Bob Mesaros is concerned of the true costs of this project to the town of Charlotte including ongoing costs.  Charlotte is paying an unequal amount compared to Monkton and Hinesburg. The citizens of the other towns should be paying their share.  Ms. Boedecker said that there will not be any ongoing costs because the Nature Conservancy has already made provisions for that.  Bob Linck stated that the purchase and sale agreement expires on October 31 and they would like to meet that deadline.  
Dana Farley said that having seen a number of conservation projects, this one is unique and the town is lucky to have this opportunity.  The access is very complex; it is not taken lightly.  This project provides the perfect compromise.  Even if the access is through Monkton it will be worth it.  She feels it is an honor for Charlotte to fund this project.  Bob Hyams from the Conservation Commission said that this is a bargain in terms of what they are getting out of the project.  
Heather Manning expressed concern about stewardship by the Nature Conservancy.  She cited an incident on Greenbush Road where the Nature Conservancy failed to properly steward the land.  Ms. Boedecker said that the incident on Greenbush Road was part of the natural process.  
Sharron Balaban was concerned that the Nature Conservancy was asking for a lot of money but did not provide a full presentation.  Michelle Burt asked why the name of the mountain is being changed.  She mentioned that it should be funded through personal funds.  Ms. Boedecker said the priority is to get the access secured.  Cindy Byrnes, a horseback rider, feels that horseback riders have been shut out of the land.  Jane Lazorchak from Vermont Fish and Wildlife Department stated that areas that have been bought by the Nature Conservancy and sold to the state have been reopened to equestrian use.  The Nature Conservancy will have to answer to the state and federal government regarding protecting endangered species.  Remo Pizzagalli was concerned about inequality.  Ms. Lazorchak said the land would not be viable without all three parcels of land.  Iris Muggenthaller raised a concern that horseback riding is not allowed but hunting is allowed.  The Nature Conservancy will attempt to cover the $32,000 hole in the project through private donors.  Ms. Cole asked what the chances are of other towns sharing more of the burden.  Mr. Linck said each town will contribute to the ability that it can.  Clyde Baldwin was concerned about the affordability of the project.  
The board is planning to discuss this further during the next meeting on October 12th.
5. Burns Property – Potential action: approve designation of open space and revised septic design, and authorize submission of Preliminary Plan Application

David Marshall from Civil Engineering Associates discussed wastewater disposal needs.  The soil will not be able to support all three houses and a new spot will be needed to support the third.  They are seeking permission to move forward with investigations on an eastern wastewater disposal site.  They will ensure that this is an acceptable approach.  This will increase the cost.  Maura O’Dea asked about the class 2 wetlands.  The project will go through the wetlands.  This location is the nearest option.  The town is not bearing any of this cost.  The southwest corner is what the town voted on and is not ideal but is the most economical way of developing the site.
MOTION by Ed Stone to allow investigations of the east wastewater disposal site.
SECONDED by Mr. Ladue

VOTE: 5 ayes 0 nays, Motion carried
The board discussed whether the septic area would violate the open space.  There was discussion about potential access to Route 7.  The need for stewardship on this land was discussed.  The board needs a preliminary sketch plan to put in front of the Planning Commission.  A question was raised about the proposed configuration of open space.  The Selectboard indicated that both options should be submitted to the Planning Commission.  Discussion will continue on October 12.
6. Pease Mountain Trail System Stewardship Plan – joint meeting with CCS Board of Directors to discuss Plan in general, and potential hunting restriction.  Potential action: approve Stewardship plan
The Pease Mountain stewardship plan has seen multiple revisions.  The plan needs to be signed off on before the trail can be opened.  The school cannot have firearms on the property.  UVM is not a part of this conversation.  The trail is not the only access to the land.  The school board is worried about safety on the school land if firearms are allowed on the rest of the land.  The law allows firearms on non-posted land.  There is a concern of what UVM will do.  The school board would like to see UVM not allow firearms on their leased property.  Jack Pilla said that according to Vermont statute, the land must be posted in order to enforce a ban on hunting.  The board is not discussing school property but the rest of the property including the property leased by UVM.  
The board will table the discussion until they contact UVM.

7. Carrie Spear – Tractor parade on October 11th from 1:30-2:30 PM – request to be considered “town event” to be covered by town insurance, and to close Spear Street

MOTION by Jenny Cole to approve the request for the Tractor Parade to be considered a “town event” to be covered by town insurance and to close Spear Street from Morningside Drive to Hinesburg Road, and Hinesburg Road from Spear Street to Valley View Drive for approximately one hour during the event, for this year’s event and for all future Tractor Parades.
SECONDED by Winslow Ladue

VOTE; 4 ayes 1 opposed (Frank Thornton)

8. Charlotte Park and Wildlife Refuge Oversight Committee – presentation of revised management plan and committee updates. Discussion only.
The committee has revised the plan and presented it to the Selectboard for review and approval.  Bob Hyams summarized changes.
There will be a work week with the VYCC, Nature Conservancy and volunteers to remove invasive plants at the park.  The committee wants to hire its own mowing contractor – they believe they are paying too much and the work is not being done to their satisfaction.  They think they can find someone better suited to cutting along trails.  Mr. Stone said the committee would be better suited to make that decision.  Mr. Stone said they should request this in their budget next year.  Mr. Stone asked about the expenses of brush hogging.  The board discussed horse access on the trail.  
9. Charlotte Park and Wildlife Refuge
MOTION by Ed Stone to repeal the no trespassing order again William Cats-Baril with the condition that he complete 5 hours of community service in the park

SECONDED by Jenny Cole

VOTE; 5 ayes 0 nays, MOTION carried

10. Request-For-Bids for snow plowing and shoveling of Town properties
This will have to be added to the budget.  The terms of the road condition were discussed.  The senior center has decided they want the town to handle the plowing.  The library lot is not currently plowed by 10:00 AM.  The bids will help determine how much the plowing will cost.  
The board authorized the distribution of the Request For Bids.

11. Quinlan Bridge (Bridge #29) – Finance and Maintenance Agreement with State of Vermont for improvements to the bridge.  Potential Action: approve agreement
MOTION by Ed Stone to approve the Finance and Maintenance Agreement with the State of Vermont and authorize Charles Russell to sign the agreement.
SECONDED by Winslow Ladue.

VOTE: 5 ayes 0 nays; motion carried

12. Eustis Cable – proposed settlement for installation of cable on North Shore Road.  Potential action: approve settlement.  Executive Session likely 
MOTION by Ed Stone to go into executive session at 10:30 PM
SECONDED by Jenny Cole

VOTE; 5 ayes 0 nays, MOTION carried

The board went into executive session at 10:30 PM
The board came out of executive session at 10:45 PM.  No action was taken.

13. Adjournment
MOTION by Ed Stone to adjourn at 10:50 PM

SECONDED by Winslow Ladue

VOTE; 5 ayes 0 nays, MOTION carried

Minutes submitted by

Chris St. Martin
