
Charlotte Selectboard 
February 8, 2010 Meeting 

 
 

Selectboard Members Present: Charles Russell, Ed Stone, Jenny Cole, Winslow Ladue, 
Frank Thornton 
 
Administration Present: Dean Bloch 

 
Meeting called to order at 6:07pm by Charles Russell.  
 
No public comment.  
 

- Town’s proposed purchase of the Richard LeBoeuf property – Discussion 
only 

• The Town was approached two years ago by Mr. LeBoeuf regarding the 
purchase of this property. In late spring, the Town made an offer and 
wanted to do an appraisal. They approached Mr. LaBoeuf again; $1.2 
million was accepted.  

• Some details about the lot: It has no septic. Any homeowners that may end 
up on this land would need to purchase septic off site.  

• There is a chance of recapturing the cost to the Town because the land 
could be subdivided. It is being funded by a 10-year 2.775% rate bond. 
Any decision-making regarding the use of this piece of land would be 
determined by the entire town, not just the Selectboard.  

• A developer was interested in the land a couple of years ago, but at present 
there are no other offers on the table.  

• This will be a ballot item (no discussion beforehand) which is why the 
Selectboard is having discussions like the one at the meeting this evening 
– for community members to voice concerns and ask questions about this 
proposed land purchase. 

• Stephen Brooks suggested that the Selectboard put a map of the land in 
community members’ mailboxes. Charles Russell responded that the 
Selectboard discussed doing that as well as holding a phone bank. Eleanor 
Russell suggested putting it into the newspapers as well.  

• A key component to getting this passed will be to validate the price, and a 
question that townspeople will have is why the land was not appraised. (It 
was not appraised because the use of the land is not yet known – so there 
is nothing to actually appraise at this point.) 

• It was suggested that walking tours of the property be held to further 
educate the public on the possible land purchase. This could be added to 
the handout to put in mailboxes.  

• There will be a column regarding this purchase in the Charlotte News on 
Thursday, February 11, 2010. 

• Jennifer Adsit asked if there would be an impact on the town revenue due 
to a loss of taxes. Ed Stone explained that the loss of taxes will be about 
$4k and the losses are really dependent upon what the land ends up being 
used for.  

• Some advantages of town ownership of the property: The Town will have 
more control over the use of the property – it could be either leased or sold 
(similar to Thompson’s Point). Ed Stone mentioned that a similar situation 
came up years ago with the school; the school/Town missed the 
opportunity to buy a piece of land and now there is a development there. It 
is important for the community to understand that you need to buy for the 
future – even if it’s unknown what the land’s use will ultimately be. 
Affordable housing/senior housing is an option.  

• There will be more informational meetings to come and the Selectboard 
will begin making phone calls.  
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- Resolution in support of Paramedic Level Care. Action under consideration: 
approve resolution 

• Bob Stone: District 3 in Vermont is one of the only districts in the state 
that doesn’t offer paramedic level care. Paramedic care has been available 
for the past 40 years (and available in Vermont for the past 30). For the 
last 2½ - 3 years, there has been a committee to determine whether this 
level of care can/should be implemented in District 3. They are hoping to 
reach a conclusion within the year but believe that it is important to have 
paramedic level care in this district because we have the highest-level 
trauma center in the state here (FAHC) and because of the prevalence of 
rural areas.  

• The resolution was read into the record. FAHC supports it. The resolution 
that needs to be approved tonight states that the Town of Charlotte 
approves moving forward with taking measures to include paramedic level 
care for District 3.  

• A motion was made by Ed Stone and seconded by Frank Thornton to 
approve the resolution.  

• Jenny wondered if this resolution was customized for the Town of 
Charlotte. It is customized though it is the same template (or very similar) 
for each town being approached. Jenny asked whether Charlotte Fire & 
Rescue has approved (they have) and wanted to know what it would take 
for the program to be approved. It was explained that a medical director, 
employed by FAHC, would oversee the program and volunteers would 
have appropriate training. There should be no additional expense to the 
town because the training could be used as a marketing tool to get more 
volunteers into the program. Ultimately it is predicted that it could cost 
less to the town.  

• Dr. Ruth Uphold, an emergency physician, stated a case against 
paramedicine. She explained that the only intervention that is proven to 
save lives is defibrillation, and recent studies show that paramedicine is 
not as effective. There is also less than one emergency run a day out of 
Charlotte, and this will lead to erosion of skills due to lack of practice. 
Becoming a paramedic is a career path that separates out volunteers – 
volunteers would not be paramedics for free and would seek paid 
opportunities. Ultimately this will cost the town.  

• Bob Stone responded that there are studies for anything, and they need to 
focus on what is right for the patients. What Dr. Uphold described as a 
short commute to the hospital (20-30 minutes) is a long time when you are 
suffering from a heart attack or seizure.  

• The Selectboard amended the resolution and Ed made a motion to approve 
the amended resolution. A vote on the original motion failed (Ed and 
Frank voted yes; Charles, Jenny and Winslow abstained).  

 Amendment was to change to: “…District #3 (greater Chittenden 
County area services) in moving to the paramedic level” (removed 
“and Charlotte Volunteer Rescue”).  

 
- Flea Market – request to lease by Daniel Jones and Roy T. Jones. Action 

under consideration: approve one-year lease for $2,500, and authorize Chair to 
sign 

• Discussion: Last time there were concerns about the hours the property 
was being used – Ed said there were no more concerns of this nature. It 
was asked if the Joneses use the water from the well and they do not – 
they bring their own water in. A question was also asked about septic; they 
use port-o-potties and permanent outhouses that are maintained by the 
Joneses.  

• Ed made a motion to approve the lease and Jenny seconded; motion 
passed with Winslow abstaining.  
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- Chittenden Solid Waste District – presentation regarding a potential 
community drop off. Discussion only  

• Present from CSWD were Stephen Brooks, Brian Wright, Mark Brooks, 
and Lee Tuure.  

• The proposed drop off center would be open 2-3 days a week including 
Saturdays and one late weekday (until 5pm). It would be a full service 
center. 

• Discussion:  
 Dean asked if commercial landscapers would be able to drop off 

brush. No – residential use only. There is a limit of 3 cubic yards 
of brush only to deter trucks from dropping off brush.  

 Jenny wondered about the process of proposing sites. What would 
a town yes or no vote mean? The CSWD Board still needs to meet 
regarding locations, and they would prefer to be on 
public/community-supported property. If the town doesn’t support 
them being there, it may not happen in Charlotte. They won’t 
spend time looking at a community that isn’t interested in having 
them there.  

 It was determined that a traffic study will still need to be done (it’s 
estimated that there could be 300-400 cars on the busiest days).  

 
- David Waller – request for Highway Access Permit (HAP-09-07) for a 

driveway on Mount Philo Road north of Pease Mountain Road. Action under 
consideration: approve Highway Access Permit HAP-09-0 

• An email from Nick Monsarrat and Barbara Curcio was submitted 
regarding the placement of the driveway. 

• Winslow made a motion to approve the applications; Jenny seconded; all 
in favor.  

 
- Green Mountain Habitat for Humanity – Request for Highway Access 

Permits for two driveways on Greenbush Road. Action under consideration: 
approve applications HAP-10-03 and HAP-10-04 

• Stephen Brooks asked why the Selectboard is considering approving two 
curb cuts when they typically do not like to do so. Dave Marshall, on 
behalf of Habitat for Humanity, said that some houses must move closer to 
the road, so one cut would set the homes further back, destroying some 
meadows. Stephen Brooks asked if this project would come before the 
Selectboard again – Dean responded that it may if water becomes an issue, 
and also for final conveyance.  

• Winslow moved to approve the request, Jenny seconded; all in favor.  
 

- Review design of proposed Habitat houses on the Burns property. Discussion 
only 

• There will be three homes with two bedrooms each, designed for energy 
conservation and lifestyle. All are 50% better than code or greater.  

• Models of the proposed homes were shown to the Selectboard.  
 

- Burns property subdivision. Action under consideration: authorize submission 
of Final Plan Application 

• There is no paperwork yet, this is just to seek permission to submit a final 
application.  

• A concern was raised that this subdivision went from a 5-lot subdivision to 
a 4-lot subdivision and there will be an additional burden placed on the 
town to maintain the septic which would originally have been on the 4th 
lot. There will be no additional burden as the system will be maintained by 
the homeowner.  

• Jenny made a motion to authorize the submission of the Final Plan 
application; Winslow seconded; passed 4-1 (Frank opposed).  
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- Humane Society of Chittenden County. Action under consideration: approve 
Animal Control Housing Agreement effective January 1, 2010 to December 31, 
2010 

• Winslow motioned to approve, Jenny seconded; all in favor with Frank 
abstaining.  

 
- Purchase and Sales Agreement with Richard G. LeBoeuf. Action under 

consideration: approve extension to time period allowing Seller to rescind 
agreement 

• Winslow motioned to approve; Jenny seconded; all in favor. 
 

- Distribution of VLCT Leader Incentive Program Reward ($1,710). Action 
under consideration: approve proposed distribution plan 

• $100 was added as a bonus to the program coordinator (Gloria).  
• The $685 leftover will be given to Charlotte Park for tree removal.  
• Ed motioned to approve, Winslow seconded; motion passed 4-1 with 

Frank opposed. 
 

- Approval of Minutes 
• 12/22 Minutes – Jenny motioned to approve, Winslow seconded; all in 

favor 
• 1/25 Minutes – Ed motioned to approve with edits, Jenny seconded; all in 

favor 
• 1/27 Minutes – Jenny motioned to approve with edits, Ed seconded; all in 

favor 
• 1/29 Minutes – Ed motioned to approve with edits, Jenny seconded; all in 

favor 
• 2/2 Minutes – Ed motioned to approve, Jenny seconded; all in favor 

 
Jenny motioned to go into Executive Session to discussion litigation (the Keenan 
subdivision appeal & Grist tax appeal), Winslow seconded; all in favor.   
 
Minutes submitted by Meaghan Nooney.  
 


