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Vermont Department of Forests, Parks & Recreation 

________________________________________________________ 

 

RECREATIONAL TRAILS PROGRAM 
(RTP) 

2014 Grant Application 

 

 

 

 

Application Due Date:  February 28, 2014 

Please read the application instructions online in the 2014 RTP Grant Application Guidebook 
before completing this application: http://www.vtfpr.org/recgrant/applicationmaterials.cfm 

 Do not substitute forms or alter the format of this application.  
 
Application Submission Requirements:  Send (1) electronic set of all application materials by February 
28, 2014 to:  sherry.winnie@state.vt.us 

 
Applications must be emailed with a subject title of “2014 RTP Application” to be considered eligible. 
Please e-mail application completely with all materials attached.  Incomplete or late applications will not 
be considered. 
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Vermont Department of Forests, Parks and Recreation 
Recreational Trails Program (RTP) Grant Application Cover Page 
 
Name of Project/Name of Trail(s) to be worked on):    
 
 
Project Location (city/town):    
 
Sponsor Contact Person:  
 
Telephone:                                                 E-mail:   
 
Project Summary/Project Narrative: Write a short project description (not a work plan, but a 
summary); Tell why this project is needed, how it improves recreational opportunities for the 
general public, note if there’s any crisis, emergency, or safety issue to get this project done and 
attach letter from the landowner and designated land manager or trail management agency.  
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Attach (2) Maps:  (1) a “general topographical location map” to show where in your region the 
project is located in context of city/town; show trail, how to get to the trail with roads, show 
landowner/parcel boundaries; a (2nd) map, a “specific location map”, to mark the trail, proposed 
project area, site details; mark starting point, end point & trailhead/parking area(s). Specifically 
show what work will be done where along the trail. Maps should show linkages to other trails or 
other features about your project that you refer to in the grant application. 
 
Applicant (Sponsor) Information  
 
1.  Sponsor:  City/Town, Agency/Organization:   
 
     Sponsor’s Mailing Address:   
  
     Town/City, Zip Code:
  
2.  Applicant Type (Sponsor): Must be a governmental entity or non-profit organization 

 
      Federal Agency       State Agency       Municipality(City, Town)        Non-Profit Organization 
 
3.  Is the Sponsor a member of the Vermont Trails & Greenways Council?       Yes       No 
 
4.  Is this trail part of the Vermont Trail System?      Yes       No 
 

5.  Will this trail link to a trail of the Vermont Trail System?     Yes       No 

6.  Primary Use: 
 
    Non-motorized for a Single Use – primarily intended to benefit only one mode of 
nonmotorized recreational use, such as hiking only, cross-country skiing only, or equestrian only 

 
    Non-Motorized Diverse Use – primarily intended to benefit more than one mode of non-
motorized recreational use, such as hiking and biking 

 
    Diverse Use or Multiple Use – including both motorized and non-motorized recreational uses 
intended to benefit both motorized and non-motorized users, such as equestrian use in summer 
and snowmobile use in winter; 

 
   Motorized Single Use: primarily intended to benefit only one mode of motorized recreational 
use 

 
   Motorized Diversified Use – primarily intended to benefit more than one mode of motorized 
recreational use, such as:  snowmobile use in winter and ATV use in summer 
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7.  Check all trail uses that apply: 
 
    Hiking                          Accessible Access           Snowshoeing         Interpretive 
    Running/Walking      Equestrian                        In-Line Skating     ATV 
    Biking                          Cross Country Skiing       Snowmobiling      Other OHV 
    Paddling/Canoeing         
 
8.  This project is primarily:  Maintenance (to maintain, reconstruct, or rehabilitate an existing 
trail/trail system), Development (i.e., new trail, new trailhead or trailside facility) or Acquisition:   
 
 
9. RTP funds may be used for project components below.  Please mark all that apply. Your 
detailed work plan & cost estimate should address all items marked:     
 
    Construction of a new trail                                Relocation of a section of existing trail  
    Construction of a new section of trail               Major restoration of an existing trail 
    Construction or rehabilitation of a                    Trail/trail corridor maintenance or restoration 
        trailside amenity    
    Develop new trailhead facilities/parking       Upgrade trail to meet multiple use standards 
    Accessible features          Signage and/or kiosks 
    Bridge construction                     New culverts/drainage along existing trails 
    Acquisition of trail corridor easement       Trail safety education 
 
10.  Land Ownership (please check all that apply): 
 
     Trail work will be done on private property;   
     Trail work will be done on public property;    
 
Landowner Permission & Public Access Requirements:   
 
Maintaining or rehabilitating trails crossing private land:  Grant applicant must have written 
assurance from private landowner(s) that the landowner(s) will cooperate with the State, 
participate as necessary in activities proposed in this application, and provide public access for 
trail use(s) intended.  
 
Maintaining or rehabilitating trails crossing publicly owned land:  Attach public landowner 
approval for the work outlined in this grant application & their assurance of public access to the 
trail project for the use(s) intended.    
 
New Construction on private land:  Applicants proposing new trail construction on private 
land must have a trail easement, or other legally binding agreement filed of record, which 
ensures the recreational trail(s) on the privately owned land is and will be made accessible for 
public use(s) indicated on this application for at least a length of time consistent with the useful 
life of the investment being made.  
 
New Construction on public property:  Applicants proposing new trail construction on public 
property must have written approval from the public land owner to perform the activities 
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proposed in this application and their written assurance for continued public access for the 
intended recreational use(s); 
 
Entities proposing work and/or future maintenance on public land should enter into a separate 
agreement with the public landowner/agency(s) to undertake the work;   
 
11.  Sign below for any/all proposed trail projects on any private property (maintenance, 
new construction, education, acquisition):  I obtained written permission from the private 
landowner(s) that the landowner(s) will cooperate with the activities to be conducted in this grant 
application and for assurance to make the recreational trail(s) on the private landowner(s) land 
accessible for the public use(s) indicated on this application.   
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
RTP Sponsor/Date 
 
Sign below for any new construction on private property:  I obtained a trail easement of at 
least ten years, or another legally binding agreement filed of record, to ensure the recreational 
trail(s) on the privately owned land is made accessible for public use(s) indicated on this 
application for a length of time consistent with the useful life of the investment being made.  
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
RTP Sponsor/Date 
 
Sign below if any part of the project is on public property:  I obtained written approval from 
the public landowner to do work outlined in this grant application and to assure public access to 
the project for the use(s) indicated in this grant application, a copy is attached. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
RTP Sponsor/Date 
 
12.  Will any work being proposed be done on any Vermont Class IV roads?       Yes        No  
If yes, please complete & attach the “Class IV Town Road Resolution of Commitment from 
Municipality” form, found as an addendum to this grant application. 
 
13.  Describe the degree to which the project is identified in and furthers a specific goal, strategy, 
desired condition or addresses key findings in the Vermont Trails and Greenways Plan found 
in the Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP).  
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Evaluation Criteria  
Please answer the questions below. Limit of 1-2 paragraphs for each question, unless otherwise 
directed.  Attach photos as addendums to the application. 
 
A. PROJECT WORK PLAN AND BUDGET (20 points)  
 
A-1. Work Plan (0-10 points): Attach a copy of a detailed work plan for this project, preferably 
250 words or less. Your work plan & cost estimate will be scored. A work plan should provide a 
sufficient enough description to understand what work needs to be done where; Include project 
components, design specifications, length/width of trail/trail section(s) to be worked on, 
materials & equipment to be used, how work will be performed & equipment brought in. See 
Guidebook.   (2,800 Character Limit)
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A-2.  Budget  (0-10 points): Applicants will be scored on their project’s budget.  The budget 
reflects how well thought-out the project is, based on the level of details of listed components.  
Using the form below, complete the project budget with a detailed breakdown of the estimated 
labor and material costs planned to get this trail project done.  Include only expenditures 
considered eligible under the RTP. Be thorough & accurate. Provide basis for costs; do not enter 
into any contracts or go out to bid, but attach any costs/estimates garnered;  
 
Project Budget 
See the 2014 RTP Grant Application Guidebook for what is eligible and instructions to help you complete 
the Project Budget and Sponsor Match section. Only eligible project costs will be allowed; 
 
Project / Trail Name:            
 
A.  Environmental Permitting, Archeology and Engineering Costs   

1. $ 

2. $ 

Sub-Total: $ 

B. Grant Administration 

1. $ 

Sub-Total  

C. Construction Design & Engineering 

1. $ 

2. $ 

Sub-Total: $ 

D. Construction On-site Labor 

Professional labor/ services/contractor/crew rates: 
 

$ 

Skilled Volunteers: 
 

$ 

Unskilled Volunteers: $ 
 

Sub-Total: $ 
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E. Hand Tool Purchase 

1. $ 

2. $ 

Sub-Total: $ 

F. Construction Equipment Rental 

1.  $ 

2.  $ 

Sub-Total: $ 

G. Materials / Supplies  

1. $ 

2. $ 

Sub-Total: $ 

H. Publications:  Research & Design Fees 

1. $ 

Sub-Total: $ 

I. Other Eligible Expenses Not Listed Above 

1. $ 

2. $ 

Sub-Total: $ 

Total All Project Costs (Sections A – I) $ 

 

            Sponsor Match  

 
    Total Grant Request 

(Total project cost minus sponsor match)  

$ 

$ 
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List volunteers as skilled or unskilled:  Skilled volunteers are those who are professionally skilled in the 
work they perform; their hourly rate is equal to what the individual would normally be paid locally for 
their skills if you hired them;  

Use the current minimum wage rate for unskilled volunteers. Unskilled volunteers are those who perform 
a task they are not professionally skilled in, or have not performed the task in a professional capacity.   

Sponsor Match Summary 
List all sources of match for this project.  Specify where match is coming from.  Enter the value of match 
in the "Value" column.  Match should be secured by the time the application is submitted or as close to 
the application date as possible.  If other funds or grants are pending, you need to say so & list date when 
funds will be determined. See the 2014 RTP Grant Application Guidebook.       
 
Source of match Value 

A.  Federal Funding  

1. $ 

B.  State Funding  

1. $ 

C  Project Sponsor's Direct (Monetary) Contribution  

1. $ 

D  Foundations/Cash Gifts  

1. $ 

E. Donations of Materials or Equipment  

1. $ 

2. $ 

F. Donations of Time & Labor (Volunteers)  

1. $ 

2. $ 

                                            Sponsor's Total Match (add all values above) $ 
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B.  RECREATION BENEFITS   (20  Possible Points) 

1.    Improved Linkages/Livability (0-10 points): Describe how this project helps develop or 
strengthens linkages & connections with other existing trails, or fill critical gaps within the 
existing trail/trail system. What connections will users have to natural, scenic, historic & 
agricultural destination areas, parks, forests, recreation areas, schools, developed growth centers 
and/or designated downtown areas?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  User ability/User Benefits (0-10 points): Describe the range of trail uses/users this project 
will serve; Tell how this project will improve access and capacity for people of various ages 
(young children – older citizens) or abilities to use the trail?  What other economic, health, or 
educational benefits are there for users?      
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C.  MANAGEMENT CONSIDERATIONS (30 possible points)  

1.  Sustainable trails (0-10 points): What best practices in trail construction, trail maintenance 
or trail management will be used in this project to ensure sustainability, minimize environmental 
impact, and provide erosion control?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  Future maintenance (0-10 points): Describe the degree of commitment to continue 
operation and maintenance of the project after grant money is no longer available.  What 
provisions of financial, community & organizational support are in place for future trail 
maintenance/general upkeep to ensure the useful life of this project?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

wrichardson
Typewritten Text
(1,300 Character Limit)

wrichardson
Typewritten Text
(1,300 Character Limit)



Page 12 of 17 
 

3.  Promoting stewardship (0-10 points): What measures are in place to make the public more 
aware of trail opportunities, user-responsibilities, resource protection, respect for landowners, 
trail-user relations, safe trail use and future stewardship opportunities?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C.  COLLABORATION & LOCAL SUPPORT (20 points) 

1.  Local support & involvement (0-10 points): Describe local citizen and community 
involvement in the proposed project, and support obtained for project implementation.  What 
commitments of labor, money, or materials to support the proposed project have been made by 
the sector, local community, public agencies or non-profit groups?   
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2.  Meeting town & regional goals (0-10 points): Tell how this project is achieving priorities, 
goals and objectives in the local town plan, regional plan, current-use land management and/or 
forest management plans.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

D.  PROJECT READINESS & COST EFFECTIVENESS (10 possible points) 

1.  Project readiness (0-10 points):  What is the current status of the project? Attach a timeline 
to show how this project will be completed before December 31, 2016.  List any major activities 
that must still be accomplished before the project can begin.  Is there urgency to move ahead 
with this project & what consequences are looming if it’s not funded?   
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E.  SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS (0-10 points) Grant reviewers will award up to ten bonus 
points for completeness and conciseness of applications. We strongly urge you to clearly & 
specifically answer each question omit any text or other materials that have not been requested. 

Project Review Sheet & Status of Permits or Clearances for this Project  

1. Attach a Project Review Sheet (PRS), signed by a Permitting Specialist, from the Agency 
of Natural Resources Department of Environmental Conservation.  This form provides a 
preliminary determination of what state, local & federal environmental permits or 
clearances this project may need.  It lists agencies, departments & contact information for 
you to follow up with.  Download a PRS from the website below & contact a permit 
specialist to advise you about permits: http://www.anr.state.vt.us/dec/permits.htm  
Environmental reviews are to ensure your project will not impact rare, threatened & 
endangered species, protected wildlife habitat areas, rivers, streams, wetlands or any 
archeological or historic resources.  

2. Attach the status of permits or clearances marked on your project review sheet. 

Historic Preservation Survey   
 
1. Will all proposed trail work be done within the existing trail corridor/existing trail?  

    
  Yes       No   If “No”, explain what work will be done outside the existing trail’s footprint 
and why, mark this on the specific location map, and attach photo if possible to show where 
work outside the existing trail is to be done.    

 
 
 
 
 

2. Describe any excavation involved in this project.  Include width, length, & depth of 
excavation.   

 
 
 
 
 

3. Does the project include excavation, of any depth, within a floodplain or within 200 feet of a 
river or stream?      Yes       No  (If yes, show on map) 

 
 

4. Does this project involve any rehabilitation, demolition, removal, or use of a structure or 
building more than 50 years old?        Yes        No      Unsure 

 
 
 
 

http://www.anr.state.vt.us/dec/permits.htm
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5. Describe any work involving a stream crossing, or leading directly to a river:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Certifying Signature   
 
The signature below indicates the sponsor’s approval of submitting this grant application to the 
Vermont Department of Forests, Parks & Recreation (FPR) for a federal Recreational Trails 
Program (RTP) grant for work proposed in this application. It attests that the information 
contained in this application is true, accurate and complete.  It is understood that in the event the 
proposed project is funded, a formal grant agreement will be prepared and both the Sponsor and 
FPR must sign the grant agreement in order for the work specified in this grant application to be 
carried out in a timely, cost effective manner, in compliance with RTP guidelines.  A fully 
executed grant agreement, signed by FPR’s Commissioner, will indicate FPR’s final grant 
approval. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________
Signature of Authorized Official from the Sponsoring Organization or Municipality/ Title and 
Date 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
Printed or typed name of authorized official/Title  
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Vermont Recreational Trails Program Project 
Resolution of Commitment from Municipality 

For Projects Involving Class IV Town Highways 

Whereas: The Vermont Recreational Trails Program, administered by the Vermont Department of 
Forests, Parks and Recreation provides grants to non-profit trail organizations and municipalities for 
eligible recreational trail improvement projects. 
 
Whereas: Eligibility for trail project grants is limited to recreational trails only and such grants shall not 
be used for road projects that result in roads suitable for travel by regular passenger vehicles. 
 
Whereas: The recreational investment represented by a R ecreational Trails Program grant must be 
protected for the useful life of the investment. 
 
Whereas: The project sponsor, _________________________ has proposed a recreational trail project 
described generally as ________________________________(title of project/trail name) on C lass IV 
Town Highway (TH#)_____ , _____________________________________(name of Class IV Highway 
road) of the Town of ______________________________________, 
 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Town of _______________________ as represented by the Select Board 
is in full support of the project referred to herein; agrees to continually allow the referenced recreational 
activity to occur on the town highway for the useful life of the investment, ________  (number of years) 
from the date of the grant agreement; and commits to maintaining the funded recreational improvements 
in useful repair for their useful life as defined above. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT if the Town should allow additional improvement to the affected 
length of highway to accommodate uses other than the referenced recreational activity, those uses shall 
not preclude the intended recreational activity for the stated useful life of the recreational investment. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Town understands that failure to fulfill the stated 
commitments may result in having to return state and/or federal funds used on the project.  

CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution is a true and correct copy of a resolution adopted 
by: 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
(Municipality) 

 
Signed:       Witnessed: 

________________________________   ______________________________ 
(Authorized Signature)     (Signature) 
 
 
_______________________  __________  _________________________ ________ 
Printed Name/Title  Date   Printed Name/Title  Date 
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Application Checklist:  Send (1) electronic copy of all items in one e-mail please.   

Cover Page 
Applicant Information  
Landowner Permission & Assurances  
Public Landowner Approval  
Private Landowner Approval 
Project Work Plan & Cost Estimate/Sponsor Match Summary 
General location Map:  shows how to get to the trail/parcel boundaries  
Specific Location Map:  shows trail(s) & proposed project area/site plan  
Evaluation Criteria with support letters (best 3, no more please) & photos  
Project Review Sheet 
Historic Preservation Survey 
Signature Page (please send 1 original, rest may be copies) 
Addendums: 
Class IV Road Resolution Form 
Trail Easements (required for new construction projects on private land) 
Trail Design Plan, Bridge/Engineering Specs (structure components i.e., bridges) 

 
To help show how ready-to-go this project is & how well it has been planned, check items below that are 
applicable to the status of your project: 

  All landowners impacted support this project (both public & private);  
  Consideration has been given to the needs of intended trail user-group(s); 
  Public need for this project has been identified by the local community; collaborative partners listed     
      in application have been contacted & included in the planning of this project; 
  Project area has already been assessed and work plan is based on the assessment made;  
  Mock-up publication or sample signage (for educational publications or signs/kiosk info) 
  Project permits are all obtained (attach supporting documentation/statement)  
  Project permits are still pending   
  Trail route is ready for permit reviewers; Permit reviews are still needed to approve final trail layout; 
  Youth organization for youth involvement has been contacted  
  Materials & labor costs have been researched for putting together budget for the cost estimate  
  Sponsor has 100% of the money to initially pay costs of all labor & materials for this project;  
  Sponsor understands if any purchases or work done prior to grant approval, which will be  
      approximately 6 months from the application due date, the sponsor cannot be reimbursed those  
      expenses; 

 


	Project  Trail Name: Section 1, State Park Rd., Town Link Trail
	Contact Person: Dean Bloch Town Planner
	Name of Project: Charlotte Town Link Trail, State Park Rd. Section 1
	Project Location: Charlotte
	Telephone: 425-3533
	Email: dean@townofcharlotte.com
	Text9: Charlotte Trails Committee
	Text10: P.O. Box 119
	Text11: Charlotte, Vt 05445
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	Check Box36: Yes
	Check Box37: Yes
	Check Box38: Yes
	Check Box39: Off
	Check Box40: Off
	Check Box41: Yes
	Check Box42: Off
	Check Box43: Off
	Purpose of Project: Development of a new section of the Town Link Trail
	Check Box45: Off
	Check Box46: Yes
	Check Box47: Off
	Check Box48: Off
	Check Box49: Off
	Check Box50: Off
	Check Box51: Off
	Check Box52: Off
	Check Box53: Off
	Check Box54: Off
	Check Box55: Off
	Check Box56: Off
	Check Box57: Off
	Check Box58: Off
	Check Box59: Off
	Check Box60: Yes
	Check Box61: Off
	Check Box62: Yes
	Text63: The Key Findings addressed from the Vermont Trails and Greenways Plan by this trail:Increased participation & Recreation Connections to Energy and Physical Fitness -  This section of the Town Link Trail is key to linking Mt. Philo to an existing 2 mile trail which begins .5 miles west of Mt. Philo on State Park Rd.  State Park Road begins at the entrance to Mt Philo State Park, the most visited state park in Vermont. This new trail is highly visible, will provide easy access to outdoor recreation, and offer new destinations from Mt. Philo. A multi-use, non-motorized path gives walkers, bikers, cross-country skiers, and snowshoers a centrally located, safe, and aesthetically beautiful trail.
	Work Plan: With these grant funds, the Town will construct the first segment of the State Park Rd. portion of the Charlotte Town Trail.  The trail surface is currently a field. The path would be built on the northern edge of the drainage gully. Construction of the trail will involve removing the organic soil down to mineral soil. The foundation of the path consist of larger 2-3 foot diameter boulders in the mineral soil.  These boulders would allow any water to move freely through the base of the path and on into the fields.  Construction on top of that base will involve installing filter fabric, and adding a minimum of 1" gravel with fines and 3" crushed stone to match the existing grade, at an eight foot width.  Most of the 1,300 feet of trail needing construction is fairly flat, with a little downward slope to the west.  The finished slope will have a maximum of 2%-3% cross slope. Josh Ryan of Timber & Stone, LLC will construct the trail within a four-week period approximately. Charlotte's Trail Committee will organize two to three work days of 3-5 hours each to provide assistance with compacting the constructed trail surface, and seeding and mulching of the trail's edge. This section 1 of the State Park Rd. portion of the trail will be approximately 1,300 feet in length, on the north side of the road, beginning at the corner of Mt. Philo Rd. and State Park Rd.  Cross walk markings will be painted on Mt. Philo Rd. to provide a safe crossing from the Mt. Philo State Park parking area to the beginning of the trail.
	Project Summary: The town of Charlotte is working on a 7-mile Town Link Trail, and the eastern terminus of that trail is Mt. Philo State Park.  The project we are requesting funding for is Section 1 of three sections on State Park Rd.  Section 1 is approximately 1/4 mile long and begins at Mt. Philo State Park.  The State Park Rd. section of the Town Link Trail will connect to a 2-mile completed section of the Town Link Trail (a combination of the Melissa & Trevor Mack Trail and the Co-Housing Trail). When this section, State Park Rd., is completed, there will be a 2.5-mile trail starting from the entrance of Mt. Philo State Park, heading west, then going under Route 7, and on to the Co-Housing trail which ends, at this time, on Greenbush Rd., close to the center of Charlotte town.  This trail will provide multi-use recreation for the town of Charlotte and for the many visitors to Mt. Philo State Park.   It will link the Park with the Charlotte Berry Farm, the Charlotte ball fields, and the Charlotte Winery, and give people of all ages a multi-destination trail for all seasons. 
	A1: Dean, not sure what permits we need?
	A2: 
	A3: 
	A4: 
	B1: Selectboard Assistant (20 hrs. @33.23/hour
	B2: 665
	A5: 
	B3: 665
	C1: 
	C2: 
	C3: 
	C4: 
	C5: 
	D1: See cost estimate from Timber & Stone
	D2: 
	D3: 
	D4: 
	D5: 6 volunteers @ 10 hours each (60 x $8.60)
	D6: 516
	D7: 516
	E1: 
	E2: 
	E3: 
	E4: 
	E5: 
	F1: Please see cost estimate from Timber & Stone, LLC 
	F2: 
	F3: 
	F4: 
	G1: Please see cost estimate from Timber & Stone, LLC
	G2: 
	G3: 
	G4: 
	H1: 
	H2: 
	I1: Fuel - Please see cost estimate from Timber & Stone
	I2: 
	I3: 
	I4: 
	J1: 
	J2: 
	J3: 
	K1: 
	K2: 
	L1: 
	L2: 
	M1: Approved budget
	M2: 5,000
	M3: 
	M4: 
	M5: 
	M6: 
	M7: 
	M8: 
	M9: Selectboard Assistant (20 hours @33.23 hour)
	M10: 665
	M11: 6 volunteers, 10 hours each (60 x $8.60)
	M12: 516
	M13: 6,181
	Improved Linkages: Charlotte prides itself on commitment to recreation, ranging from Lake Champlain access to a network of hiking and biking trails. The purpose of this project is to link two existing trail systems -the Mt. Philo State Park trails with the 2 mile Melissa & Trevor Mack/Co-housing Trail.Adding a trail on State Park Rd. would connect the trails on Mt. Philo to the Melissa & Trevor Mack trail which starts .5 miles west on State Park Rd., then continues north running parallel to Route 7.  When the Route 7 underpass is constructed in 2015, the trail will then connect to the Co-housing portion of the Town Link Trail, providing a 2.5 mile trail (not including the trails of Mt. Philo State Park) from Mt. Philo to Greenbush Rd. This trail fills a gap between two established trails and creates an easy access, scenic non-motorized multi-use path for people of all ages in Charlotte and for the many visitors to Mt. Philo and the town of Charlotte.  This path will create a connection from east to west Charlotte across Route 7 and offer a recreational, non-motorized alternative to move through Charlotte.  This path also connects Mt. Philo with the Charlotte Berry Farm, the Charlotte Village Winery, and the Charlotte Little League Fields. 
	User Ability: The State Park Rd. section of the Town Link Trail is easily accessible from Route 7 and from Mt. Philo State Park.  Walking, biking, skiing, or snowshoeing on this trail would be would be good for people of all ages because there is be a big slope to the land.  Also, heading west on this path offers stunning views of Lake Champlain and the Adirondack Mountains.  Heading east provides a beautiful view of Mt. Philo and the surrounding fields.  Not only would people of all ages be able to access this path, they would enjoy some outstanding views of the many scenic geographical features that Vermont has to offer - mountains, lakes, and farms.State Park Road is a narrow, two-lane road with no shoulder and limited sight distance in multiple locations. Traffic Data Collection was done during an engineering study by UVM for Recreational Pathway Design along State Park Road.  The study showed that drivers frequently travel over the speed limit, creating an unsafe situation for any biking or walking along the road.  Providing a trail along State Park Road, and a cross-walk on Mt. Philo Road to the beginning of the trail, will create a safe, well-used link to connect two trail systems in Charlotte.
	Sustainable Trails: This project has been designed to minimize slopes and encroachments into wetland, wildlife habitat and agricultural areas.  By building the trail next to the road in the Town Right of Way, there will be minimal impact on the field and water drainage.  The edge of the trail will be seeded and mulched and maintained with vegetation to minimize erosion.The trail will be constructed with a base of 2-3 foot diameter boulders for water drainage underneath the trail, then geo-textile fabric to reduce wetness and make the trail easier to maintain.  There are no trees to remove as this part of the trail is in a field.
	Future Maintenance: The town of Charlotte has regularly provided funding for trail maintenance over the past several years.  This year the town voted for the $1,000 annual budget for the Trails Committee as well as a reserve fund of $5,000 to support trail work.The Trails Committee, which is composed of volunteers, has organized work days to perform trail maintenance as needed.  The committee has also developed a "Friends of Trails" list, which includes a broad spectrum of Town residents, who can mobilize support and assistance when needed.  In addition, a marketing branch of the Trails Committee continues to solicit financial support for trails through mailings and direct phone requests.  To date there have been about 100 individuals/families who have contributed to the Trails Fund to show their support of town trails.  The Trails Committee has raised about $15,000 over the past two years from members of the Charlotte community.The Trails Committee's ongoing strong commitment and the Town's continued financial support are indicative that the Town has the resources and commitment to protect the durability and accessibility of the trail, and ensure its long-term maintenance.
	Promoting: The Trails Committee is committed to not only trail maintenance and continuity, they have worked hard over the past several years to educate and promote trails and healthy living in Charlotte.  Articles are written for the Charlotte News newspaper about every other month and the Trails Committee has a Facebook page, a website, several trails brochures, announces work days, and hosts a table every year at the Charlotte Town Party in July. The Trails Committee has a continued mission to promote stewardship within Charlotte and the region. Trails Committee members also meet regularly with other town trails/recreation members through the Chittenden Area Trails Alliance.
	Local: The Town has been working on developing a trail system in general, and this trail in particular, for many years.  In  1990, the Town commissioned a study by Land-Works entitled “Implementation Plan for the Charlotte Recreation Path”—this path explored locations throughout the Town for path opportunities (please see attached portions).  In 1998, the Town approved funding for a plan to develop a bicycle and pedestrian recreation path, and a survey (please see attached Abstract of the Annual Town Meeting).   For several years, the Town Plan has envisioned a path starting at Mt. Philo State Park and winding through Charlotte all the way to the town beach. The State Park Rd. portion of the Town Link Trail is a vital connection to link the two already completed trail networks - Mt. Philo State Park and the Melissa & Trevor Mack/Co-housing trail section. Many townspeople have provided support to Trails over the past 5 to 10 years. A well-known graphic designer,who lives in Charlotte, donated his expertise to create the logo for the Charlotte Town Link Trail. There are always people, in addition to the Trails Committee, who show up for trails work days and volunteer their time.  At the 2010 town meeting, the town approved the creation of the Trails Fund. 
	Meeting Town: 
	Project Readiness: Section 1 of the State Park Road trail is located in the Town Right of Way and therefore is easement ready.  The town will need to get a wetland permit???, other permits??? and have an archeological study done???.  This project does not need an Act 250 permit.Once those studies and permits are complete, the project will be ready to construct.Timeline:Wetland Permit - Spring/Summer 2014Other Permits - ???  Summer 2014Conditional Use Permit ???Final Approval by Selectboard ???Construction - Spring/Summer 2015
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