
          September 30, 2016 

Dear Planning Commission: 

Apologies that I could not participate in yesterday's hearing, due to health constraints. 

What a Herculean and fine job you have done in producing this draft document. As a concerned 

Charlotter, I congratulate you, and hope that any changes will maintain the same vision so well 

articulated 

I do have a few small suggestions for your consideration. 

Vision   I believe it would be appropriate to actually name Lake Champlain in 2nd para.-it is 

such an important component of our landscape and environment.--perhaps insert after second last 

sentence "especially (or including) Lake Champlain. OR in Future Land Use add "We will act 

as responsible stewards of our streams and the receiving waters of Lake Champlain". 

Ch 1.2 Land Use Strategies   There needs to be something in here about protecting water quality 

of surface and underground, and the Lake. 

 

Ch.1.4 Key Planning Considerations  4. Add "Plant and animal shifts/changes are already 

evident" 

                       Add 5. Extending as it does from lakeshore through clayplain to rolling 

precoursers of the Green Mountains, Charlotte is possessed of high species and 

ecosystem         biodiversity, whose conservation is our responsibility and challenge. Its northern 

cedar and clayplain forest communities are relatively rare in Vermont, and require custodial 

care." 

                Natural Resource Strategies #26  Insert "Tree Wardens" in the list. 

 

Ch.1.5  Lake and Shoreline Policies or perhaps in Strategies  "The Town shall continue to 

support the activities of the Tree Wardens in conservation of the Shoreland and Seasonal Home 

Management District"    Note: Nowhere is this spelled out,--I simply do it because asked to by 

Selectboard. I think it needs stating. 

 

Ch.1.6 Ag and Forestry Key Planning Considerations 9  Insert "commercial" before 

"productive woodlands---" 

 

               Forestry and Ag Policies 8 Insert " horse boarding, riding  and breeding"            This 

is a large user of land in Town 

                   "               "   Strategies 9 add  "and Vermont Family Forests" 

                                                  "       10 add  " including the use of Vermont Family Forests 

models and technical help" 

                                                            11 (new) " Encourage landowners to plant native trees on 

their properties to enhance property values, protect soil and to create public benefit." 

 

Ch 1.7 Hist and Cult Resources Policies      Insert new 22 "The Tree Wardens shall continue to 



work cooperatively with the Road Commissioner and the utility companies to minimize the 

adverse effects of roadside cutting and pruning of trees." 

Ch. 2.2.4  Thompson's Point       Insert somewhere  " Camp owners wishing to remove trees 

must obtain approval of the  Zoning Administrator or the Tree Warden, and be familiar with the 

recently enacted State regulations for 

lakeshores"                                                                                                                                         

                     

                                                     
--  

Professor Lawrence S. Hamilton 

Senior Advisor 

IUCN World Commission on Protected Areas 

342 Bittersweet Lane, Charlotte, VT 05445 USA 

 


