
 
 
 

To: Selectboard 
From: Dean Bloch, Town Administrator 
Date: June 5, 2015 
Re: Renewal provision in the Agricultural Lease for the Charlotte Park & Wildlife Refuge 
 
 
At the Selectboard meeting on April 27, you asked that I request from the Town’s attorney an 
opinion on the legal issues associated with the renewal provision in the agricultural lease.  I 
have done this—the Town’s attorney has indicated that renewal provision does not require 
putting the lease out to bid, nor does it require renewing the lease.   
 
The renewal provision allows the Selectboard to put the lease out to bid if the lessee is not 
meeting the expected standards, for example not complying with the Charlotte Park and 
Wildlife Refuge Management Plan, and/or not making lease payments.  Such was the case with 
the previous lessee, and the Selectboard wanted to make sure they had the ability to get out of 
a long-term lease.  If the provisions in the lease are being met, it is entirely within the 
Selectboard’s authority to renew the lease; there is no presumption that the lease should be 
put out to bid after the first five year period. 
 
Renewing the lease encourages and rewards the lessee’s investment in this important town 
asset.  Presumably, if the lessee invests in the property through appropriate planting and 
stewardship practices, it is appropriate to renew the lease.  This approach might be 
summarized as:  “don’t mess with what’s working” or “if it ain’t broke, don’t fix it.” 
 
If the Selectboard does decide to put the lease out to bid, it seems the previous lessee should not be 
eligible to bid, due to a history of ignoring park goals and failure to pay the lease fee for three out of the 
five years of the lease. 


