
From: Jim Barlow [jbarlow@vlct.org] 
Sent: Monday, September 17, 2007 7:42 PM 
To: Dean Bloch 
Subject: RE: Emergency Management Coordinator 
Hi Dean:  
I think you are looking at an old version of 20 V.S.A §6.  Here is the most recent 
version of the statute:    

20 V.S.A § 6. Local organization for emergency management  

(a) Each town and city of this state is hereby authorized and directed to 
establish a local organization for emergency management in accordance with the 
state emergency management plan and program. Except in a town that has a town 
manager in accordance with chapter 37 of Title 24, the executive officer or 
legislative branch of the town or city is authorized to appoint a town or city 
emergency management director who shall have direct responsibility for the 
organization, administration, and coordination of the local organization for 
emergency management, subject to the direction and control of the executive 
officer or legislative branch. If the town or city that has not adopted the 
town manager form of government and the executive officer or legislative branch 
of the town or city has not appointed an emergency management director, the 
executive officer or legislative branch shall be the town or city emergency 
management director. The town or city emergency management director may appoint 
an emergency management coordinator and other staff as necessary to accomplish 
the purposes of this chapter.  

(b) Except as provided in subsection (d) of this section, each local 
organization for emergency management shall perform emergency management 
functions within the territorial limits of the town or city within which it is 
organized, and, in addition, shall conduct such functions outside of the 
territorial limits as may be required pursuant to the provisions of this 
chapter and in accord with such regulations as the governor may prescribe.  

(c) Each local organization shall participate in the development of an all-
hazards plan with the local emergency planning committee and the public safety 
district.  

(d) Each local organization shall annually notify the local emergency planning 
committee on forms provided by the state emergency response commission of its 
capacity to perform emergency functions in response to an all-hazards incident. 
Each local organization shall perform the emergency functions indicated on the 
most recently submitted form in response to an all-hazards incident. (Amended 
1989, No. 252 (Adj. Sess.), § 8; 1993, No. 194 (Adj. Sess.), § 2, eff. June 14, 
1994; 2005, No. 209 (Adj. Sess.), § 7.)  

Hope this helps.  
Jim Barlow  
Staff Attorney  
Vermont League of Cities and Towns  
89 Main Street, Suite 4  
Montpelier, VT 05602  
Jbarlow@vlct.org  
(802) 229-9111  
(800) 649-7915  
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(802) 229-2211 (fax)  

    
From: Dean Bloch [mailto:dean@townofcharlotte.com]  
Sent: Monday, September 17, 2007 3:46 PM 
To: Jim Barlow 
Subject: Emergency Management Coordinator 
 
Hello Jim,  
   
Our Emergency Management Coordinator (or Director) recently resigned because he is moving out of state, and 
as a result I tried to look in statute to find the basis and requirements for this position—and could not find it!  
   
The only statutory references I can find are at Title 20 Sections 6 and 32.  The former describes the duties of a 
“chair for emergency management,” and the latter makes reference to but doesn’t fully describe the duties of a 
“community emergency coordinator.”  I can’t find any reference or description of an Emergency Management 
Director.  
   
So I was wondering:  
   

1. What is the statutory basis for the positions of Director and Coordinator?  and  
2. Does this position replace what use to be called “Civil Defense Coordinator”?  

   
Thanks!  
Dean  
   
Dean Bloch, Selectboard Assistant and Town Planner  
Town of Charlotte  
P.O. Box 119  
Charlotte, VT  05445  
Phone:  802 425-3533  
FAX: 802 425-4241  
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