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June 9, 2014 

 

Dean Bloch 

Town Administrator 

PO Box 119 

159 Ferry Road 

Charlotte, VT  05445 

 

Dear Dean and Charlotte Trails Committee, 

 

My apologies for not including specific details on how we would incorporate volunteers into the construction of the 

Cohousing Trail.  Admittedly, I became very focused on developing the trail log and our specific approach to installing 

the trail’s tread and neglected this detail. 

 

Timber & Stone, LLC would be excited to host volunteers over the duration of two days.  During these days, volunteers 

would see firsthand how the trail is constructed and would be part of the finishing process.  After instruction and with 

encouraging guidance, we would propose the following tasks for volunteer involvement: 

 

 Preparation of the trail surfacing for compaction by landscape raking the material to its specified crown or cross 

slope 

 Monitoring cross slope with the use of a Smartlevel and Angle Iron 

 Compaction of trail surfacing using a vibratory roller 

 Sculpting on the trail’s edging with hand tools such as the Mcleod 

 Installation of grass seed and straw mulch along the trail’s edging after compaction 

 

Additional tasks would be available depending on the interest and ability of the volunteers.  These tasks would be under 

our direct supervision and safety monitoring: 

 

 Driving a Yanmar Tracked Material Hauler to install the surfacing 

 Operation of a Ditch Witch Sk650 Mini Skid Steer to smooth out trail surfacing prior to landscape raking 

 

We have hosted volunteer trailwork days for the Lake Champlain Land Trust, Stowe Land Trust, South Hero Land Trust, 

Town of Warren, and the Catamount Trail Association.  This past June 7th we hosted a volunteer trail construction day for 

the Town of Wilton, CT and instructed the crew on the construction of a 10’ wide naturally surfaced bike trail.  They were 

thrilled to be part of the experience and the project sponsor was appreciative for the attention we gave each volunteer. 

 

With collective planning with the Charlotte Trails Committee, a “Stone Surfacing Soup” lunch could be arranged where 

we provide the cooking implements and broth for a soup created with ingredients brought from each volunteer.  We have 

used this technique before and have been impressed with its ability to make the day a memorable event. 

 

Again, thank you for considering our proposal and I appreciate your including the contents of this letter. 

 

Onward, 

 

 

 

Josh Ryan 

Trail Designer / Builder 
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Conservation Minded Construction 

Joshua D. Ryan 
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Project Estimate: June 5, 2014 
To: 

Dean Bloch 
Town Administrator 
PO Box 119 
Charlotte, VT  05445   
 
 

 

Co-Housing Trail Construction 
Charlotte, VT 

Work Description –  

Naturally Surfaced Trail Construction – 3,464 Linear Feet at 8’ Wide  

 Construction Materials $  29,275.54 

 Crushed Stone Surfacing Delivered – 490 yards  

 1.5” Crushed Stone – 205 yards  

 Geotextile Fabric   

 Conservation Mix Seeding  

 Straw Bales  

 Culverts   

  

 Equipment Rental $    9,666.67 

 Excavator  

 Front End Loader  

 Material Hauler  

 Compactor  

 Ditch Witch SK650  

  

 Fuel Expenses $       550.00 

  

 Construction Labor * $  9,372.06 

  
  Estimate Total = $48,864.27 

   
  Cost Per Linear Foot = $14.11 

  

 
 
 
 

This quote is relevant to the 2014 Construction Season and includes the following: 
Professional Trail Construction Labor 

Timber & Stone, LLC Liability Insurance and Administrative Overhead 
Crew Mobilization, Specialty Tools, and Equipment Expenses 

 

This Quote is Subject to Change Based on the Following: 
Change in Trail Design Before Start of Construction 

Change Order of Trail Design After Start of Construction 
 

*Labor estimate assumes Town of Charlotte will mow trail corridor to 12’ wide prior to construction 




















