
To:	
  	
  Zoning	
  Board	
  of	
  Charlotte	
  
From:	
  	
  Design	
  Review	
  Committee	
  
Date:	
  May	
  27,	
  2016	
  
Subject:	
  Thompson’s	
  Point	
  camp	
  –	
  1012	
  Flat	
  Rock,	
  Arthaud	
  –	
  Fenn	
  
	
  
The	
  Design	
  Review	
  Committee	
  met	
  at	
  4:00	
  Wednesday	
  May	
  25	
  at	
  
1012	
  Flat	
  Rock.	
  	
  Present	
  were	
  Robin	
  Coleburn,	
  Robin	
  Pierce,	
  Peter	
  
Fenn	
  and	
  Daryl	
  Benoit.	
  The	
  applicant	
  is	
  asking	
  to	
  relocate	
  the	
  
driveway,	
  which	
  is	
  shared	
  with	
  lot	
  107.	
  	
  The	
  applicant	
  is	
  also	
  
requesting	
  a	
  slightly	
  larger	
  footprint	
  of	
  the	
  house,	
  proposes	
  to	
  
substitute	
  part	
  of	
  the	
  existing	
  driveway	
  with	
  two	
  patios	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  
making	
  the	
  driveway	
  shorter.	
  	
  All	
  of	
  these	
  changes	
  would	
  increase	
  the	
  
lot	
  coverage	
  to	
  10%.	
  	
  The	
  applicant	
  has	
  obtained	
  permission	
  from	
  the	
  
assistant	
  tree	
  warden	
  to	
  remove	
  several	
  trees.	
  
	
  
The	
  Design	
  Review	
  Committee	
  felt	
  that	
  the	
  plans	
  for	
  the	
  building	
  were	
  
appropriate	
  for	
  the	
  site.	
  	
  There	
  is	
  a	
  bit	
  of	
  concern	
  regarding	
  the	
  
natural	
  flow	
  of	
  water	
  down	
  the	
  hill	
  to	
  and	
  around	
  the	
  camp.	
  	
  Peter	
  
Fenn	
  	
  said	
  he	
  would	
  prefer	
  to	
  make	
  a	
  full	
  basement	
  under	
  the	
  main	
  
body	
  of	
  the	
  camp,	
  excluding	
  the	
  two	
  porches.	
  	
  We	
  would	
  caution	
  that	
  
digging	
  a	
  basement	
  might	
  disrupt	
  tree	
  roots,	
  possibly	
  requiring	
  
removal	
  of	
  damaged	
  trees	
  in	
  the	
  future.	
  	
  We	
  are	
  not	
  even	
  sure	
  that	
  
change	
  of	
  grade	
  is	
  allowed.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
We	
  asked	
  that	
  the	
  drawings	
  be	
  amended	
  to	
  include	
  some	
  standard	
  
lattice	
  covering	
  the	
  space	
  under	
  the	
  porches.	
  	
  Standard	
  for	
  the	
  lattice	
  
means	
  horizontal	
  and	
  vertical	
  lath.	
  
	
  
It	
  was	
  noted	
  that	
  the	
  applicant’s	
  neighbors	
  have	
  requested	
  that	
  the	
  
Fenns	
  install	
  a	
  soil	
  berm	
  and	
  then	
  plant	
  tall	
  trees	
  on	
  top	
  as	
  a	
  screen	
  
between	
  the	
  properties.	
  	
  The	
  Design	
  Review	
  Committee	
  was	
  definitely	
  
opposed	
  to	
  that	
  request.	
  	
  A	
  berm	
  would	
  not	
  be	
  consistent	
  with	
  the	
  
natural	
  environment	
  in	
  the	
  area.	
  	
  	
  We	
  would	
  like	
  to	
  see	
  the	
  area	
  
where	
  the	
  driveway	
  is	
  removed	
  be	
  restored	
  to	
  a	
  more	
  natural	
  
landscape,	
  adding	
  topsoil	
  and	
  native	
  plants.	
  



	
  


