
( 

( 

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 

FOR TOWN OF 

CHARLOTTE, VERMONT 

APPROVED 

June 4, 1984 





( 

·CHARLOTTE CONPREHENSIVE PLAN 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

PAGE 

I. Introduction 1 

II. Charlotte's Past 4 

III. Inventory and Analysis
A. Physical Resources 7 

B. P9pulation 11 

c. Economics 14 

( 
D. Community Services 24 

E. Land Use 28 

IV. Charlotte's Future
A. Land Use Districts 33 

B. Recommendations 34 

v. Implementation 39 

VI. M3.ps
1. Soil Suitability for On-Site

Sewage Disposal 9 

2. Existing Land Use 29 

3. Land Use 37 

( 

























i. 

( 

( 

( 

:,•: .. !',; __ ::_ . .  

3. Area: Barber Hill (160 Acres)
Area Type: Exceptional Rock Exposure

j1 :,0wnership_: Private Individual 
�: � -� . .

4. -Area: Mt. Philo ( 700 Acres)

-·· ·,· =·.

Area Type: Geologic Exposures of Champlain overthrust
· :' Ownership: Private Individual & State Government

5. 

6. 

Area: Town Farm Bay (10 Acres)
Area Type: Fossil Area
Ownership: Private Individual

Area: Lewis ·creek (30 Acres)
Area Type: Whitewater
Ownership: Private Individuals

7. Area: Charlotte landfill (50 Acres)

a. 

Area Type: Pleistocene Marine Fossels & Beach
Ownership: Lqcal Government

Area: Thorpe Point (Williams Farm) (50 Acres)
Area Type: Fossil Locality
Ownership: Private Individual

9. Area: Charlotte Fossil Area (20 Acres)
. Area Type: Fossil Locality

Ownership: Private Individual 
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5. Historic Sites - Historic sites arid structures in Charlotte provide
insight into the lifestyle of the town's early settlers, and the growth of the 
town. The surviving structures and sites serve as a link to Charlotte's 
heritage and as such, are both valuable and interesting resources, A compre
hensive list of Historic Structures has been compiled by the State Division.For 
Historic Preservation (Appendix 3). In addition to the buildings listed in 
the State Historic Survey, Charlotte has three covered bridges on the National 
Register. 

BI POPULATION 

Population trends serve as an important indicator of the potential pressures 
and demands which a community must take into consideration in planning 
for the future. A decreasing population such as Charlotte exhibited up to 
1960 (table 1 ) , required little planning. Since 1960, however, Charlotte· 
experience.d an increasing rate of growth which peaked in the late 1�60s· · 
and early 1970s. Although the growth rate has decreased since this period, 
Charlotte's population is still increasing at a significant rate and projec
tions suggest a continuation of this trend through the end of the century. 
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C.V.lJ. OPERATING COST PER PUPIL_:·· 
TOTAL EJUPGET/STUPENT POPULATION 
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CHARLOTTE OPERATING COST PER PUPIL 
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Historic sites inventoried by the State Division for Historic Preservation 
· '(Appendix 3). We have applied for inclusion in the National Register of IU;;·i.:udc

Piaces of the area which the state has designated as the Charlotte Central His-
toric District, This district includes properties presently owned. by: :' · : ( 
; .... � -·· t 

• . 
. 

-

. 

. 
' • 

. ...... ._·. . .• ,. �•,·) ·.. � 
. 
Andy ·e Mariene ?-A.ansfield, The Charlotte Congregational Church :.C:iricludes'. the·

. Wing' House, Church, Vestry & Parsonage), Mary Field, John Holrnesi. Alart Farr, 
Jr. (non-contributing structure), William & Tl:'udy Pinney, Toon of Charlotte · ·. 
(museum), Ronald & Judy Williamson, & Hazel Murray (Charles Murray� ·tt'USteeL 

.Investigate the creation· of a design rontrol district as authorized.by,Chapter 
117, 4407 (6) of the Vermont Statutes. The intent of enacting such a di�trict 
is to gain rnaximwn protection of historic sites from alteration.or incongruous 

: ·. adjacent structures. · · · .. · 

. ; -t ,. ', 

6. Educati,on - It is Charlotte's responsibility, and in its best
interests, to provide for the education of its children without overcrooding, 

:· , or reduction in the quality of its educational programs. The Planning Corrnnission 
.. will work closely with the School Board. in determining future needs for edu-

cation. · 
: .:. ..

. ,, .. '• ., �· . 

- · School lands wil:J,. be protected from incompatible adjacent uses.· .· . · ..
. ·. . . ·' . 

·. Planning Commission will require dedication of property, or payment in lieu
of dedication, for recreational and educational purposes in developrrent'sub

'divisions� as provided in 24 VSA 4417 (5).
·-·

.' ,• . : ./ 

· A developer will be required to submit a statement of impact on local schools

to enable the School Board to accurately assess future needs,
"'·• 

. .  i . .'•
i-
':-',; _; 

7. Recreation - Continually review the needs for recreation in the
tCMn and survey the tcwn for the potential location of new recreation sites. 
Work with private property owners to gain needed rights of ways for the develop

. rrent of biking, hiking
9 

and ski paths. 
' .  � 1 •• • 

8. Transportation - As a rural cornmuni ty, Charlotte does not require
an intensive transportation ne'twork. With the exception of Route 7, all roads 
should be considered rural. · 

All future improvements should be made with safe design of the· uboosf ·importance.

. 9. Pi"Otection - It is recomirended that the Tcwn's Volunteer Fire 
DepartJrent, Rescue Squad and Police Iepartnent continue to receive the Tam's 
full support to insure that t11ey are adequately staffed and equipped. As 
Charlotte grows, increased demmds will certainly requii"e additional funding. 

I; 
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CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

:: :··.. -� .· • . ... 

NOTE: HIE CONSERVATION DISTRICTS tNCLUOE LANDS 
ALONG Al.L. STREAMS SHOWN ON THIS MAP. THESE 
DISTRICTS INCLUOE THE LANDS BETWEEN LINES 100' 

' . BACK, ON BOTH SIDES, FROt,fi THE" .HIOH . WATER MARK$
OF STREAMS NAMED ON THIS MAP.- AND !50' BACI( 
FROM THE HIGH WATER MARKS Qlf, UNNAMED STREAM� 
APPEARING '. ON THIS . MAP. ' '•'." :� i·, :::>r . ,
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