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TOWN OF CHARLOTTE   
MARCH TOWN MEETING
CHARLOTTE CENTRAL SCHOOL
MARCH 3, 2020
 
APPROVED:



SELECTBOARD MEMBERS: Chair Matthew Krasnow, Vice Chair Frank Tenney, Louise McCarren, Carrie Spear, Fritz Tegatz 
ADMINISTRATION: Dean Bloch, Town Administrator
MODERATOR: Charles Russell

Charles Russell, Moderator, called the 2020 March Town Meeting to order at 9:07 a.m. in the Charlotte Central School Multipurpose Room. The polls were open from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. Specific non-residents were authorized to speak. Michael Yantachka reported on current house bills. 

[bookmark: _Hlk34308240]Article 1: To hear the reports of the Town officers and to act upon the same. 
MOTION by Lorna Jimerson, seconded by Lane Morrison, to approve Article 1. 
There was discussion.
VOTE ON ARTICLE 1: carried by voice vote; motion passed. 

Article 2: Will the voters of the Town vote, pursuant to 32 V.S.A. § 4773, to have Property Taxes payable on or before November 16, 2020 and to have payments made to the Town Treasurer as receiver of taxes? 
MOTION by Stephen Kiernan, seconded by Lorna Jimerson, to approve Article 2. 
VOTE ON ARTICLE 2: carried by voice vote; motion passed. 

Article 3: Will the voters of the Town approve the Selectboard's budget of $3,423,165 for the fiscal year July 1, 2020 to June 30, 2021, in addition to those monies raised pursuant to Article 4 and Article 5 if any, of which an anticipated sum of $1,963,357 will be raised by property taxes and an anticipated sum of $1,459,808 will be raised by non-tax revenues, which approval shall not become effective until the voters approve such budget by Australian ballot vote in accordance with the requirements of the charter of the Town of Charlotte? 
MOTION by Matt Krasnow, seconded by Teena Flood, to approve Article 3.
There was discussion.

MOTION TO AMEND ARTICLE 3 by Dean Leary, seconded by Rick Lunt, to remove $5,000 allocated for Charlotte Land Trust. 
There was discussion.
MOTION TO CEASE DEBATE ON THE AMENDMENT by Jessie Bradley, seconded by (undiscernible).   
VOTE ON MOTION TO CEASE DEBATE: motion approved by at least 2/3 of the participants standing.
VOTE ON AMENDMENT:  motion failed on voice vote.

MOTION TO AMEND ARTICLE 3 by Walter Gates, seconded by Sue Smith, to add $10,000 in order to retain the $20,000 originally slated for Ash Tree Removal. 
There was discussion.
VOTE ON THE AMENDMENT:  motion passed on voice vote.
 
MOTION TO AMEND ARTICLE 3 by Marty Illick, seconded by Mischul Brownstone, to increase the budget by $17,992 in order to put the donations indicated on page 21 of the Town Report and described in Article 5 into the budget being considered under Article 3.
There was discussion.

Dean Leary raised a point of order:  he asked if it’s possible to discuss the concept of moving the donations from Article 5 to Article 3, but not talk about the specific donations?  The Moderator ruled that the discussion can only be with regard to Article 3.

MOTION TO CEASE DEBATE ON THE AMENDMENT by Devin St. George, seconded by Lorna Jimerson.
VOTE ON MOTION TO CEASE DEBATE: motion approved by at least 2/3 of the participants standing.
VOTE ON THE AMENDMENT: The Moderator called for a division of the house after the voice vote was too close to make a determination.  From the paper ballots used for the division of the house: Ayes = 70; Nays = 59. Motion passed. 

MOTION TO AMEND ARTICLE 3 by Jim Donovan, seconded by Susan Ohanian, to add $200 to the budget for a donation to Front Porch Forum.
VOTE ON THE AMENDMENT: failed by voice vote. 

MOTION TO CEASE DEBATE ON ARTICLE 3 by David Blandshine, seconded by Lane Morrison.
VOTE ON MOTION TO CEASE DEBATE:  motion approved by at least 2/3 of the participants standing.
VOTE ON ARTICLE 3 AS AMENDED, to approve the Selectboard's budget of $3,451,157 for fiscal year July 1, 2020 to June 30, 2021 in addition to those monies raised pursuant to Article 4 and Article 5 if any, of which an anticipated sum of $1,991,349 will be raised by property taxes and an anticipated sum of $1,459,808 will be raised by non-tax revenues, which approval shall not become effective until the voters approve such budget by Australian ballot vote in accordance with the requirements of the charter of the Town of Charlotte: carried by voice vote; motion passed. 

Article 4: Will the voters of the Town approve raising the sum of $57,000 by property taxes, in addition to those monies raised pursuant to Article 3 and Article 5 if any, to be allocated to the Trails Reserve Fund, which approval shall not become effective until the voters further approve this Article 4 by Australian ballot vote in accordance with the requirements of the charter of the Town of Charlotte? 
MOTION by Ethan McLaughlin, seconded by Mary Van Vleck, to approve Article 4.
There was a presentation and discussion.
MOTION TO CEASE DEBATE by Valerie Graham, seconded by Susan Ohanian. 
VOTE ON MOTION TO CEASE DEBATE:  motion approved by at least 2/3 of the participants standing.
VOTE ON ARTICLE 4:  carried by voice vote; motion passed. 

Article 5: Will the voters of the Town approve raising the sum of $17,992 by property taxes, in addition to those monies raised pursuant to Article 3 and Article 4 if any, to be distributed to the not-for-profit organizations identified on page 21 of the Town Report specifically as requested by those organizations, which approval shall not become effective until the voters further approve this Article 5 by Australian ballot vote in accordance with the requirements of the charter of the Town of Charlotte?

MOTION by Matt Krasnow, seconded by Valerie Graham, to approve Article 5.
MOTION TO AMEND by Matt Krasnow, seconded by Wally Gates, to set the amount of donations in Article 5 at $0.
There was discussion. 

MOTION TO CEASE DEBATE ON THE AMENDMENT by Valerie Graham, seconded by Susan Ohanian.
VOTE ON MOTION TO CEASE DEBATE:  motion approved by at least 2/3 of the participants standing.

Lane Morrison raised a point of order.

Dean Leary raised a point of order.

David Schermerhorn raised a point of order; he asked if the verbiage of Article 5 to be voted on April 7 can be changed to indicate that money was put into the Selectboard’s budget to be voted under Article 3?

Rick Lunt raised a point of order.

VOTE ON THE AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE 5:  carried by voice vote: motion passed.
There was discussion

MOTION TO CEASE DEBATE ON ARTICLE 5 by Walter Gates, seconded by Susan Ohanian.
VOTE ON MOTION TO CEASE DEBATE:  motion approved by at least 2/3 of the participants standing.
[bookmark: _GoBack]VOTE ON ARTICLE 5 AS AMENDED: carried by voice vote; motion passed. 

Article 6: An updated warning was posted. 
MOTION by Valerie Graham, seconded by Jim Donovan, to approve Article 6.
The Moderator noted that a special Town Meeting will be held on April 6 to validate the warning, because the warning that was published in the Town Report and posted in Town did not include Article 6
VOTE ON ARTICLE 6:  carried by voice vote; motion passed. 

Article 7: (To be voted by paper ballot) Will the voters of the Town authorize the elimination of the Office of Lister and replace it with a professionally qualified assessor appointed by the Selectboard, who shall have the same powers, discharge the same duties, proceed in the discharge thereof in the same manner, and be subject to the same liabilities as are prescribed for listers or the board of listers under the provisions of Title 32 V.S.A.? To transact any other business proper to come before said meeting.
MOTION by Betsy Tegatz, seconded by Jim Donovan, to approve Article 7.
There was discussion. 
VOTE:  Paper ballots were used, as required by 17 V.S.A. §2651c.  
Ayes = 70; Nays = 9.  Motion passed. 

Article 8: To transact any other business proper to come before said meeting. 
ADVISORY MOTION by Patrice Machavern, seconded by Lane Morrison, to create a committee to review, perform due diligence and vet donation requests and report to the Selectboard as part of the formal annual budget process. 
VOTE on Advisory Motion: carried by voice vote. 

ADVISORY MOTION by Susan Ohanian, seconded by Mike Yantachka, to write a letter of support to Greta Thunberg. 
VOTE on Advisory Motion: carried by voice vote.
 
ADVISORY MOTION by Katherine Bock, seconded by Susan Ohanian, for the Town of Charlotte to recognize the rights of natural ecosystems. 
VOTE on Advisory Motion: carried by voice vote. 

ADVISORY MOTION by Peter Nobes, seconded by Marty Illick, to include a report from CVFRS at next year’s Town Meeting. 
VOTE on Advisory Motion: carried by voice vote. 

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION to adjourn by Moe Harvey, seconded by David Blandshine.
VOTE: carried by voice vote.

The 2020 March Town Meeting was adjourned at 12:56 p.m. 

Minutes respectfully submitted, Lynn Monty, Recording Secretary.
