Charlotte Conservation Commission

Draft Meeting Minutes - Tuesday, November 28, 2017

In attendance: Amos Baehr, Roel Boumans, Linda Radimer, Erika MacPherson, Mary van
Vleck, Krista Hoffsis, Susan Blood, Derk Bergquist

-Approved September minutes.

1) Erika reported on her attendance at a meeting about Golden Warbler habitat. It's
possible that the Western Vermont Land Trust Collaborative could come and present to
us about this project.

Golden Chain Project - to increase the habitat for warblers which are shrubland birds.

Linda mentioned that there are several bird species that are losing population.

2) Confirmation of officers and consideration of opening on Commission.

We didn’t choose officers last year around Town Meeting so we will do that next year around
Town Meeting time. All positions will be carried forward except the position of Secretary.

Vote to transfer position of Secretary from Derk to Susan who was accepted unanimously.
We will have a proper election of officers at our March meeting. All other positions will stay the
same for the time being.

Meg Berlin has resigned from the Commission, so we have an opening. One suggestion is
Isaiah Kiley. Linda agreed to ask him if he is interested.

3) Update on trail cams and strategy for placing them

Amos report on Cold Hollows to Canada - Amos spoke with Bridget Butler about a linkage /
wildlife corridor project in the NEK. They are using iNaturalist for road crossing sightings.
Keeping Track - Sue Morse is retiring. So they are looking to perhaps adjust the tracking
protocol for “transects” so that it’s easier to do. Linda did some transects a long time ago but
should we look back at them?

It was suggested to look at crossings on the High Public Value Habitat Map and we can put
cameras there now. Is there a leader for the Corridor Group? To show we have a corridor we
need to put a camera where we think there is a corridor and someplace where we don’t think is
a corridor. We need controls.

Krista is willing to facilitate meetings for the Corridor Group.


http://vt.audubon.org/news/audubons-golden-chain-project
http://keepingtrack.org/

Erika mentioned a neighbor who saw a lynx. Was it really a lynx? Could it have been a bobcat?

Next meeting for the Corridor Group will be next Monday, Dec 4th at 7 PM. Location TBA. We
should warn this meeting.

4) Discussion of Town Plan Issues and timing

A) Core Habitat - We need to move forward with the Charlotte specific guidelines
regarding Core Habitat.

Roel is the keeper of our Google Drive Folder. He will share it with anyone who needs it! We
spent a little time with everyone trying to get into the CCC folder on Google Drive. We looked up
Roel’s Core Habitat Document. Google Drive is a useful tool for us all to know how to use.

Also, a few of us need to become proficient in Biofinder. Krista offered to go over it again,
perhaps, in a separate workshop.

B) Tax Stabilization and Development Rights Studies. Amos found that towns in Vermont
can have tax rules specific to the town. Here is a relevant document:
Local Tax Stabilization for Forestland and Open Space

C) What should our level of involvement be in the development of Hwy. 7 / Ferry Rd.

Should we get involved? We want to make sure they collect their stormwater runoff. At this point
we won'’t get involved but Linda offered to monitor the progress of this project and keep us
posted. This location has been used commercially for years and is preferable to having
Maplefield find a new location in town.

5) Conservation currents

Amos will forward Roel’s article to the paper this week.
January - Krista

February - Erika

March - Linda

6) Website / Computer / Maps

Report from Erika and Susan - Erika and Susan had a brief but productive meeting with
Dean Bloch about how to edit our portion of the town website. Erika will send out the login
information.

Amos on call with Linda Hamilton.


http://vnrc.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/7.-Local-Tax-Stabilization.pdf

Next meeting of the CCC will be on Dec 12th instead of Dec 26th.
Meeting adjourned at 9:12 PM.

Respectfully submitted by Susan Blood.



