
CHARLOTTE CONSERVATION COMMISSION
 Trafton Crandall, Mariana Du Brul,  Suzy Hodgson, 

Robert Hyams, Robert Mack, Gary Pittman, Tiffany Shaw, Holly Sullivan, Howard Verman

Tuesday July 27, 2010 7:00-9:00 pm  Town Hall

Meeting Minutes

In attendance: Trafton Crandall, Mariana DuBrul, Suzy Hodgson, Robert Hyams, Garry Pittman, Tiffany 
Shaw, Holly Sullivan

Tonight we welcomed Tiffany Shaw, our newest member to the Conservation Commission. 

Review Minutes: May minutes were approved (no June meeting)

ONGOING BUSINESS
• Meeting reports

• Trails Committee (Holly):  TC’s focus remains the rec path underpass.  They continue to seek grant 
funding

• Park Oversight Committee (Bob):  The Committee and Select board agreed to solicit competitive 
bids for the 100+ acre ag lease.  The CC questions why the town is reluctant to promote grassland 
bird friendly practices, in the Charlotte Park and Wildlife Refuge.

• PC Activity Review :  updated matrix will be presented at next meeting

• VT Planners meeting notes - what it means for us (Howard, Bob):  Howard was not present, so we 
did not discuss the VT Planners Association event.  We did discuss some of the issues raised by the JAM 
Golf decision, and how the town entities are responding.  We then discussed potential roles for the CC in 
the next land use regulation revision cycle.

 action: talk to Dean about the PCs position on land use reg revisions.

• Map Update and next steps:  The map (PC version) is now publicly available through the town website.  
Bob will work with developer to get the map version on line as well.  CC members agree that a public 
education campaign is needed.

  action: Holly to write 1st of 2 map articles.  The first article will introduce the map to the general 
  public.

NEW BUSINESS
• Statehouse press conference:  Bob represented the Conservation Commission at a statehouse press 

conference to discuss the surreptitious dismissal, by the Douglas administration,  of Jens Hilke, 
Conservation Biologist with Fish & Wildlife.

Town of Charlotte, 159 Ferry Road, P.O. Box 119, Charlotte, Vermont 
05445



• Conservation fund revisions: Kate Lampton of the Charlotte Land Trust has lead an effort to rewrite the 
conservation fund approval process in an attempt to address certain concerns of the Select board.  Bob 
has reviewed the revised protocol and believes it does not represent a major departure in theory from the 
existing structure.  Our concern centers on the lack of opportunity to provided input to the process prior to 
the conservation fund appeal, when the vast majority of the project details have been finalized. 

 
• Presentation of groundwater study results: Gary presented the results of the year+ long study of 

Charlotte’s groundwater resources by state hydrologists and hydrogeologists.  A series of informative 
maps accompany the final report.  The summary presents 12 specific (and technical) conclusions.  It will 
take some work figuring how to put it in a useful format for Charlotters and Town Planners. The state 
scientist were supported by a number of folks from the community, including Heather Manning, Jenny 
Cole, and Ellie Russell.  The state team will work with Gary to schedule a presentation of the results for 
the public.

NATURE NOTES
Short tailed weasel, gray squirrel raiding blueberries, bobcat successful hunt, bobcat marking territory, bald 
eagle, sharp shinned hawk gets a mourning dove at the feeder, young porcupine, pair of moose in w 
charlotte, brood of young raccoons


