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Meeting
Monday, February 25, 2019
5:00 p.m. 
Charlotte Town Hall

Members present: Jessie Bradley, Jenny Cole, Andrew Milliken, Sue Smith
Others: Clark Hinsdale, Dean Bloch (early in the meeting)
The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the agricultural lease. Minutes were not approved. There was not a quorum.
Park Management Plan and crops
Clark suggested that the Plan be changed to allow the planting of grains. Committee members felt that permanent hay was the best use to protect the fields from damage due to erosion. Planting and harvesting grains and other crops is more likely to cause trail damage. With the fields also used for recreation, herbicide use with no-till methods was a concern. Clark felt there would be several farmers interested in using the land for hay for beef cattle and horses.  Farmers may be interested in using some of the park acreage. Leasing to more than one farmer could be considered. 
Organic Certification
According to Clark, the management of the fields in the last three years will meet requirements for organic certification. It may be necessary to create 50 ft. buffers around areas where the Park Committee recently used herbicide to control invasive plants. Committee members are interested in pursuing this. Julian Kulski will be researching.
Continuing lease with Nordic Holsteins, LLC or sublease
Clark indicated that Nordic Holsteins, LLC will still exist at least until late in 2019. He identified farmers who could use the land in the coming year, including the farmer who purchased the Bean farm for raising beef cattle. He felt that other farmers working in the park fields could be listed under his insurance.  Committee members felt that the question of liability insurance should be looked into. 
Park Committee members came to the conclusion that it would be best to keep the current lease, perhaps with a sublease, while seeking organic certification and preparing to seek proposals late this year for a new lease agreement. 



