Charlotte Park and Wildlife Refuge Oversight Committee
Meeting
Thursday, March 7, 2019
5:30 p.m. 
Charlotte Town Hall


Members present: Jessie Bradley, Jenny Cole, Dorothy Hill, Julian Kulski, Greg Smith, Sue Smith
Committee members discussed the agricultural lease and the meeting on February 25 with Clark Hinsdale.  Discussion points were summarized. Sue and Jenny met with Dean on March 1. Following the March 1 meeting, Dean sent an e-mail to Clark seeking information about his plan for the use of the land in 2019.
Committee members continued discussion regarding leased land, including flexibility in mowing schedule for protecting nesting birds. Dorothy thought, based on her observation of bobolinks last summer, that the August 1 mowing date was too late and that the middle of July would be sufficient for protection. Jessie raised the concern that seasons can vary and the later date would protect birds in years when spring weather arrives late. There was discussion of having field observation done to determine where birds are nesting. Greg suggesting mowing all fields late, and making wildlife a priority, but others felt that the agricultural component of the Park is also important and that agricultural practices should be supported. 
Julian contacted NOFA about organic certification. He learned that it is up to the producer, and not the landowner, to seek and maintain organic certification. The Town could mandate practices that would meet requirements for certification or require farmers to be certified. Manure is not required to be sourced organically. 
There was discussion of whether or not it was important for the leasing farmer to be a certified organic producer. Members felt it was not as important since all fields are used for hay and pesticides are not usually needed, and that having a farmer willing to manage some fields for wildlife is a higher priority. Organic certification could be one consideration when selecting the farmer, but not a requirement. Julian will check with NOFA to learn more about manure application, buffer zones for herbicide use, and to see if there is a list of certified organic producers.
Sue contacted John Roberts from the Agency of Agriculture to ask questions about manure application. She stressed the importance of getting records of manure application.  
Park Committee membership is on the Selectboard March 25th agenda. This is to consider whether Committee members should have terms.  Jessie made a motion that terms be for three years, that the Committee will consist of nine members, and that the Committee will provide a list if initial terms, all of which will be renewable.  The motion was seconded by Greg and passed. Term assignments were discussed and are:

3 years: Julian, Andrew, 1 vacancy

2 years: Mark, Greg, Jessie

1 year: Jenny, Sue, Dorothy 
Earth Day is April 22. Committee members discussed scheduling a work day on Saturday, April 20. The hedgerow clearing area west of the Thorp Barn was considered for clean-up, seeding and the planting of shrubs. Jessie will check on remaining donated funds from the Lionheart Charitable Trust for the purchase of native winterberry. Duncan Murdoch plans to donate seedlings from the Winooski Conservation District. These could be planted at the same time. GreenUp Day is in May but no plans were set for work in the park.

Julian has spoken with Mary Ann Kybers Ladue about a bench in memory of Winslow. Jessie will talk to Mary Ann about it. A question was raised about coming up with a policy on the donation of benches. 

The meeting ended at 7:00 p.m.

