
 

CHARLOTTE SELECTBOARD 

MINUTES OF MEETING 

TOWN HALL 

NOVEMBER 13, 2017 

 

APPROVED 

 

SELECTBOARD MEMBERS: Matthew Krasnow, Acting Chair; Carrie Spear, Fritz 

Tegatz, Frank W Tenney. ABSENT: Lane Morrison. 

ADMINSTRATION: Dean Bloch, Town Administrator. 

OTHERS: Walter Gates, Beth Merritt, Mary Mead, Christina Booher, Bill Stuono, Jenny 

Cole, Linda Radimer, Sue Smith, Rebecca Foster, Charlie Baker, Peter Joslin, Hugh 

Lewis Jr, Michael Russell, Krista Hoffsis, Gregory Smith, Lynn Monty, Charlotte News; 

and others. 

 

AGENDA ITEMS: 

 7:05 PM  Interview Krista Hoffsis for appointment to the Conservation 

Commission; term ending April 30, 2020  

 7:10 PM Approve purchase of carpet for Town Hall for $16,638 \ 

  7:15 PM  Budget presentations —

Committee  7:30 pm—

Committee  7:45 pm—8:00 pm  

 8:00 PM Charlie Baker, Executive Director of Chittenden County Regional 

Planning Commission—annual update  

 8:20 PM  Better Roads grant application to address run-off on Lime Kiln Road 

  8:25 PM Approve warning 1st public hearing for amended Town Plan for 

December 11  

 8:30 PM Acceptance of the Final Scoping Report for three sections of the Town 

Link Trail (STP BP15(14) by Dubois & King dated October, 2017  

 8:35 PM Contract with CW StageWorks for sound system at Town Meeting, 2018  

 8:40 PM Appoint Dean Bloch as Interim Zoning Administrator, Interim Sewage 

Control Officer, Interim E-911 Coordinator and Deputy Health Officer  

 
Terminate lease to Sally and Michael Catella o Approve new 20 year lease to 

lease to William H. & Karen D. Bruett o Approve new 20 year lease to William 

H. & Karen D. Bruett    

 8:50 pm Hire Robert Booher to clean the Town Hall and Library  

  

CALL TO ORDER 
Mr. Krasnow, Acting Chair, called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

ADJUSTMENTS TO THE AGENDA 
Add:  

 Thorpe Barn wind storm damage quote for repair discussion/action 

 Move the agenda item to hire Robert Booher to 7:08 p.m. 
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PUBLIC COMMENTS 

None. 

 

INTERVIEW KRISTA HOFFSIS FOR APPOINTMENT TO THE 

CONSERVATION COMMISSION; TERM ENDING APRIL 30, 2020  

The Selectboard reviewed the candidate’s qualifications. 

 

MOTION by Mr. Tegatz, seconded by Ms. Spear, to appoint Krista Hoffsis to the 

Conservation Commission for a term ending April 30, 2020. 

VOTE: 4 ayes, 1 absent (Mr. Morrison); motion carried. 
 

THORP BARN DAMAGE REPAIR QUOTE 

MOTION by Mr. Tenney, seconded by Ms. Spear, to approve the repair of the 

Thorp Barn damage for an amount not to exceed $999.00. 

DISCUSSION: 

Mr. Tegatz asked if the contractor is insured. Mr. Bloch replied yes; he will request 

a copy of the Certificate of Insurance. 

VOTE: 4 ayes, 1 absent (Mr. Morrison); motion carried. 
 

APPROVE PURCHASE OF CARPET FOR TOWN HALL FOR $16,638  

Mr. Krasnow reviewed that three quotes were received to replace the Town Hall carpet. 

The New England Floor Covering bid of $16,638 will be paid from the Improvement and 

Repair Reserve fund, said Mr. Krasnow 

 

MOTION by Mr. Tegatz, seconded by Ms. Spear, to approve a contract with New 

England Floor Covering for the purchase of the Town Hall carpet for the amount of 

$16, 638. 

VOTE: 4 ayes, 1 absent (Mr. Morrison); motion carried. 
 

Mr. Tenney suggested that the Town Hall meeting chairs should be replaced. 

 

BUDGET PRESENTATIONS  
 

Wally Gates and Beth Merritt reviewed a draft Senior Center budget that included a 

$1,000 increase in revenue and a salary expense increase of $8,677 for a Senior Center 

Director position. 

 

Mr. Tegatz reported that he noticed siding issues on the west side of the Senior Center 

building. Mr. Gates said that the trim boards were de-laminating at the back of the 

building, which is not a structural problem. He will look at the siding, said Mr. Gates. 

 

Mr. Krasnow said that the Senior Center Board has requested that Suzanne Ferland, 

cleaner, and Steve Denton, snowplowing vendor be placed on the Preferred Vendor List. 
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MOTION by Ms. Spear, seconded by Mr. Tenney, to add Suzanne Ferland, Senior 

Center cleaner, and Steve Denton Excavating, snow plow vendor, to the Senior 

Center’s Preferred Vendor List. 

VOTE: 4 ayes, 1 absent (Mr. Morrison); motion carried. 

 

The Selectboard thanked Mr. Gates and Ms. Merritt for the presentation. 

 

ergy Committee   

Rebecca Foster reviewed a proposed $4,000 budget, of which $1,000 is earmarked for a 

New England Grassroots Environmental Fund grant match. 

 

Mr. Krasnow suggested that if the Energy Committee budget didn’t include sufficient 

funds for attending conferences the committee could approach the Selectboard for extra 

funding. Ms. Foster explained that most of the conferences charged a $25-45 fee. Quite a 

few conferences can be attended for the amount budgeted, said Ms. Foster. 

 

The Selectboard thanked Ms. Foster for the presentation. 

 

ight Committee 

Jenny Cole, Sue Smith, Jessica Bradley and Gregory Smith reviewed proposed FY17/18 

and FY18/19 budgets of $6,000 per budget year. 

 

Ms. Cole handed out copies of the FY16/17 actuals budget for Selectboard review, and 

noted the main increases in FY17/18 are for repairing bog bridges, cutting trees and for a 

one day Love Your Park event. 

 

Mr. Tegatz asked if the Ahead of the Storm estimate is for a different project this year. 

Ms. Cole replied that it will fund a second project at the north part of the park. A 

construction grant application will require no matching funds, said Ms. Cole. 

 

Ms. Mead suggested that the $2,500 grant should be posted to the FY18/19 revenue. 

 

The Selectboard thanked Ms. Cole, Ms. Smith, Ms. Bradley and Mr. Smith for the 

presentation. 

 

CHARLIE BAKER, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION—ANNUAL UPDATE  

Charlie Baker, Chittenden County Regional Planning Commission Executive Director 

(CCRPC), reviewed an annual CCRPC report.  

 

There was discussion regarding a Regional Dispatch Implementation Study that will 

require a Town Meeting vote to create an Regional Dispatch entity and a second vote on 

funding; current dispatch services that include towns with a dispatch and towns that 

contract for dispatch service; proposed committees to include an Advisory Committee 

composed of fire, rescue and police chiefs as a resource, and committee seats for 

contracting towns to participate (Mr. Baker noted that Shelburne Dispatch contracts with 
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many Addison County and Grand Isle towns in addition to Charlotte); and potential 

savings on costs. 

 

Ms. Booher pointed out that Charlotte contracts with the Vermont State Police (VSP) for 

policing services. Mr. Tegatz explained that 911 calls go to Shelburne Dispatch, and then 

Shelburne calls the VSP. The Fire department pays for fire and rescue calls; not for VSP 

calls, said Mr. Tegatz. Mr. Baker noted that 40 percent of all calls across the state come 

from Chittenden County. 

 

Mr. Tenney asked if the dispatchers are going to be town employees or the entity’s. Mr. 

Baker replied that the dispatch service will be consolidated to one location to maximize 

cost savings in office space. Employee contracts will need to be reconciled, said Mr. 

Baker. 

 

There was further discussion regarding population housing projections and growth trends, 

which have slowed down in Chittenden County; employment forecasts of 30-35 percent 

growth outside of Chittenden County, which related to increased commuting into 

Chittenden County; and an increased focus on creating alternative transportation via 

bike/pedestrian lanes, or wider shoulders for road reconstruction/paving projects. 

 

In response to a question regarding Emergency Management grant funding, Mr. Baker 

said that towns should continue to watch for grants. 

 

Mr. Tegatz asked if a bike/pedestrian path was possible on Lake Road to the ferry dock. 

Mr. Baker said that he will check on it. 

 

Ms. Spear stated that she would like the language regarding “non-single car commuters” 

removed. Most commuters are single drivers, said Ms. Spear. 

 

Mr. Baker said that there is an opportunity for selectboards to attend a Legislative 

Breakfast for conversations related to transportation, housing, opioid, and mental health 

issues. 

 

Mr. Stuono asked for an update on rail issues. Mr. Baker reported that a Champlain 

Public-Private partnership is working on a commuter rail service study. There is potential 

for AMTRAK service by 2020 to Burlington-Vergennes-Middlebury-Rutland, or from 

Essex-Montreal, said Mr. Baker. 

 

The Selectboard thanked Mr. Baker for his report. 

  

BETTER ROADS GRANT APPLICATION TO ADDRESS RUN-OFF ON LIME 

KILN ROAD  

MOTION by Mr. Tegatz, seconded by Ms. Spear, to approve a Better Roads Grant 

application to address run-off on Lime Kiln Road, and to authorize the Charlotte 

Acting Chair to sign the document on behalf of the Town of Charlotte. 

VOTE: 4 ayes, 1 absent (Mr. Morrison); motion carried. 
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APPROVE WARNING 1ST PUBLIC HEARING FOR AMENDED TOWN PLAN 

FOR DECEMBER 11  

Mr. Joslin, Planning Commission Acting Chair, reviewed a brief history of the draft 

Town Plan with a goal to hand it off to the Selectboard for two public hearings, and to 

bring the draft to the March Town Meeting for adoption. 

 

Mr. Bloch explained that if there are any edits to the draft from the public hearings then 

the draft will go back to the Planning Commission for comment. After the last public 

hearing there can be no more edits. The first public hearing is scheduled for December 

11, 2017 and the second hearing for January 11, 2018. The draft is posted on the Town 

website, said Mr. Bloch. Mr. Joslin said that the Planning Commission created a spread 

sheet of all comments and notated changes made during the process, and are on the Town 

website for public review. 

 

Mr. Stuono asked if there is a document outlining changes of the current Town Plan 

compared to the draft Town Plan. Mr. Joslin explained that the draft is a total re-write of 

the 2008 Town Plan. The draft doesn’t track with the current Town Plan so a side-by-side 

comparison can’t be done easily, said Mr. Joslin. 

 

In response to questions, Mr. Joslin said that there are changes to the Energy section due 

to state changes and ACT 174, which is referenced in a paragraph that speaks to 

alternative energy sites. That draft section may need to be amended over the next year, 

said Mr. Joslin. 

 

Mr. Stuono asked if changes to the Town Plan language regarding lot sizes will impact 

changes to the zoning regulations. Mr. Joslin replied that if you look at the maps in the 

draft Town Plan regarding development, then there is the potential for future clustered 

development and those changes will need to be made in the Land Use Regulations, said 

Mr. Joslin. 

 

MOTION by Ms. Spear, seconded by Mr. Tegatz, to approve a warning for a first 

public hearing for the amended Town Plan for December 11, 2017 at 7:05 p.m., and 

to post the warning in the paper of record. 

VOTE: 4 ayes, 1 absent (Mr. Morrison); motion carried. 

 

ACCEPTANCE OF THE FINAL SCOPING REPORT FOR THREE SECTIONS 

OF THE TOWN LINK TRAIL (STP BP15(14) BY DUBOIS & KING DATED 

OCTOBER, 2017  

MOTION by Mr. Tegatz, seconded by Ms. Spear, to accept the final Scoping Report 

for three sections of the Town Link Trail, STP BP15(14), by Dubois and King, dated 

October, 2017, and to authorize the Charlotte Acting Chair to sign the document on 

behalf of the Town of Charlotte. 

DISCUSSION: 
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In response to a Selectboard question, Mr. Bloch said that it is for reimbursement. 

It doesn’t say the Town agrees with the report. The report is posted on the Town 

website, said Mr. Bloch. 

 

Staff will print out hard copies for Sue Smith and Linda Radimer 

VOTE: 4 ayes, 1 absent (Mr. Morrison); motion carried. 

  

CONTRACT WITH CW STAGEWORKS FOR SOUND SYSTEM AT TOWN 

MEETING, 2018  

MOTION by Ms. Spear, seconded by Mr. Tegatz, to approve a contract with CW 

Stageworks for a sound system at the March Town Meeting, 2018. 

VOTE: 4 ayes, 1 absent (Mr. Morrison); motion carried. 

  

APPOINT DEAN BLOCH AS INTERIM ZONING ADMINISTRATOR, 

INTERIM SEWAGE CONTROL OFFICER, INTERIM E-911 COORDINATOR 

AND DEPUTY HEALTH OFFICER  

MOTION by Ms. Spear, seconded by Mr. Tegatz, to appoint the Town Manager as 

the Interim Zoning Administrator, Interim Sewage Control Officer, Interim E-911 

Coordinator and the Deputy Health Officer. 

DISCUSSION: 

In response to a question, Mr. Bloch said that the Selectboard Chair is the Health 

Officer by default. 

VOTE: 4 ayes, 1 absent (Mr. Morrison); motion carried. 

 

THOMPSON’S POINT LEASES  

 For Lot 148 at 122 North Shore Road  Terminate lease to Sally and Michael 

Catella, Approve new 20 year lease to Charles and Julia Russell  

MOTION by Mr. Tegatz, seconded by Mr. Tenney, to terminate the lease to Sally 

and Michael Catella for Lot 148 at 122 North Shore Road, and to approve a new 20-

year lease to Charles and Julia Russell, and to authorize the Charlotte Acting Chair 

to sign the document on behalf of the Town of Charlotte. 

VOTE: 4 ayes, 1 absent (Mr. Morrison); motion carried. 
 

Mr. Krasnow signed the lease documents. Ms. Spear said that she is a notary public. 

 

 For Lot 183 at 900 North Shore Road  Terminate lease to William H. & Karen D. 

Bruett, Approve new 20 year lease to William H. & Karen D. Bruett    

MOTION by Mr. Tegatz, seconded by Ms. Spear, to terminate the lease to William 

H. and Karen D. Bruett for Lot 183 at 900 North Shore Road, and to approve a new 

20-year lease to William H and Karen D. Bruett, and to authorize the Charlotte 

Acting Chair to sign the document on behalf of the Town of Charlotte. 

VOTE: 4 ayes, 1 absent (Mr. Morrison); motion carried. 
 

Mr. Krasnow signed the lease documents. 

 

HIRE ROBERT BOOHER TO CLEAN THE TOWN HALL AND LIBRARY  
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Ms. Booher explained that Robert Booher will be the primary person responsible for 

cleaning the Town Hall. It is not clear if the contract includes the Library at this time, 

said Ms. Booher. 

 

MOTION by Mr. Tegatz, seconded by Mr. Tenney, to hire Robert Booher to clean 

the Town Hall and Library for the amount of $750 per month. 

DISCUSSION: 

In response to a question, Ms. Booher said that Robert is the contractor, and as per 

the contract will be paid a stipend. 

VOTE: 4 ayes, 1 absent (Mr. Morrison); motion carried. 
 

SELECTBOARD UPDATES  

Ms. Spear reported that a car was driven through the new Route 7 underpass, and asked 

that the Trails Committee put in barriers to keep cars off the path from the Lower Old 

Town Trail to the Melissa Trevor Mack Trail. Mr. Lewis, Charlotte Road Commissioner, 

suggested installing cement pillars with a removal cement sleeve. 

 

Ms. Spear asked staff to forward Trail Committee emails to her. 

 

Mr. Tegatz reported that the VTrans re-striped State Park Road/Route 7 intersection 

didn’t improve the situation. He will contact VTrans, said Mr. Tegatz. 

 

Mr. Bloch reported that staff has received Public Records request from a neighbor to the 

hops farm. He will response to the request, said Mr. Bloch.  

 

MINUTES:  October 9; October 23, October 30, November 3   

Approval of the October 9th minutes was deferred. 

 

MOTION by Mr. Tegatz, seconded by Ms. Spear, to approve the Selectboard 

minutes of October 23, 2017, as written. 

VOTE: 3 ayes, 1 abstention (Mr. Tenney), 1 absent (Mr. Morrison); motion carried. 

 

MOTION by Mr. Tegatz, seconded by Mr. Tenney, to approve the Selectboard 

minutes of October 30, 2017, as written. 

VOTE: 3 ayes, 1 abstention (Mr. Krasnow), 1 absent (Mr. Morrison); motion 

carried. 

 

MOTION by Mr. Tegatz, seconded by Ms. Spear, to approve the Selectboard 

minutes of November 3, 2017, as written. 

VOTE: 3 ayes, 1 abstention (Mr. Krasnow), 1 absent (Mr. Morrison); motion 

carried. 

 

APPROVE WARRANTS TO PAY BILLS 
The Selectboard members reviewed and signed warrants to pay bills.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 
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MOTION by Mr. Tegatz, seconded by Ms. Spear, to adjourn the meeting. 

VOTE: 4 ayes 1 absent (Mr. Morrison); motion carried. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:02 p.m. 

 
Minutes respectfully submitted, Kathlyn L. Furr, Recording Secretary. 
 

 

 


