
 

TOWN OF CHARLOTTE 

MARCH TOWN MEETING 

CHARLOTTE CENTRAL SCHOOL 

MARCH 7, 2017 

APPROVED 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Lane Morrison, Chair; Carrie Spear, Matt Krasnow, Fritz 

Tegatz, Jacob Spell. 

ADMINISTRATION: Dean Bloch, Town Administrator. 

MODERATOR: Jerry Schwarz. 

 

Jerry Schwarz, Moderator, called the 2017 March Town Meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.  

 

 

Article 1: To hear the reports of the Town officers and to act upon the same. 

MOTION by Robert Chutter, seconded by Moe Harvey, to hear the reports of the 

Town officers and to act upon the same. 

VOTE on Article 1: carried by voice vote. 

 

Article 2: Will the Town vote to have Property Taxes payable on or before 

November 15, 2017 and to have payments made to the Town Treasurer 

under 32 VSA § 4773? 

MOTION by Robert Chutter, seconded by Moe Harvey, to have Property Taxes 

payable on or before November 15, 2017 and to have payments made to the Town 

Treasurer under 32 VSA § 4773. 

VOTE on Article 2: carried by voice vote. 

 

Article 3: Will the Town vote pursuant to 32 VSA § 3840 to exempt property owned 

by Charlotte Volunteer Fire and Rescue Services, Inc. from education and 

municipal property taxes for a period of five years commencing with 

FY2017-2018? 

MOTION by Robert Chutter, seconded by Moe Harvey, to have the Town vote 

pursuant to 32 VSA § 3840 to exempt property owned by the Charlotte Volunteer 

Fire and Rescue Services, Inc. from education and municipal property taxes for a 

period of five years commencing with FY2017-2018. 

VOTE on Article 3: carried by voice vote. 

 

Article 4: Will the Town vote pursuant to 32 VSA § 3840 to exempt property owned 

by the Friendship Lodge #24 F&AM located on Church Hill Road from 

education and municipal property taxes for a period of five years 

commencing with FY2017-2018? 

MOTION by Robert Chutter, seconded by Moe Harvey, to have the Town vote 

pursuant to 32 VSA § 3840 to exempt property owned by the Friendship Lodge #24 

F&AM located on Church Hill Road from education and municipal property taxes 

for a period of five years commencing with FY2017-2018. 

VOTE on Article 4: failed by paper ballot; 45 ayes, 128 nay. 



2017 CHARLOTTE TOWN MEETING                  03/07/2017 PAGE 2 

 

Article 5: Will the Town approve the Selectboard’s budget of $3,046,847 for the 

fiscal year July 1, 2017 to June 30, 2018 of which an anticipated sum of 

$1,672,291 will be raised by taxes and an anticipated sum of $1,374,556 

will be raised by non-tax revenues, which approval shall not become 

effective until said budget is adopted by Australian ballot vote in 

accordance with the requirements of the charter of the Town of Charlotte? 

MOTION by Robert Chutter, seconded by Moe Harvey, to adopt the Selectboard’s 

budget $3,046,847 for the fiscal year July 1, 2017 to June 30, 2018 of which an 

anticipated sum of $1,672,291 will be raised by taxes and an anticipated sum of 

$1,374,556 will be raised by non-tax revenues, which approval shall not become 

effective until said budget is adopted by Australian ballot vote in accordance with 

the requirements of the charter of the Town of Charlotte. 

AMENDED by Mary Mead, seconded by David Miskell, to reduce the CVFRS 

Capital Reserve Fund by $100,000, for a total Capital Reserve Fund allocation of 

$20,000, which reduces the Town FY2017-2018 budget to $2,946,847. 

VOTE on the Amendment to Article 5: failed by voice vote. 

VOTE on Article 5: carried by voice vote. 

 

Article 6: Will the Town approve raising $40,000 by taxes, in addition to those 

monies raised pursuant to Article 5, to be allocated to the Trails Reserve 

Fund, which approval shall not become effective until further approval by 

Australian ballot vote in accordance with the requirements of the charter 

of the Town of Charlotte? 

MOTION by Tena Flood, seconded by Robert Chutter, to approve raising $40,000 

by taxes, in addition to those monies raised pursuant to Article 5, to be allocated to 

the Trails Reserve Fund, which approval shall not become effective until further 

approval by Australian ballot vote in accordance with the requirements of the 

charter of the Town of Charlotte. 

VOTE on Article 6: carried by voice vote. 

 

Article 7: Will the Town vote to authorize the Selectboard to borrow money by 

issuance of bonds or notes not in excess of anticipated revenues for the 

next fiscal year? 

MOTION by Robert Chutter, seconded by Moe Harvey, to authorize the 

Selectboard to borrow money by issuance of bonds or notes not in excess of 

anticipated revenues for the next fiscal year. 

VOTE on Article 7: carried by voice vote. 

 

Article 8: Will the Town vote to authorize the Selectboard to borrow no more than 

$85,000 from Charlotte Housing Trust Fund for a maximum of sixteen 

years for the purpose of constructing an extension to the Thompson’s 

Point wastewater system to serve seven lots on Lane’s Lane? 

MOTION by Robert Chutter, seconded by Moe Harvey, to authorize the 

Selectboard to borrow no more than $85,000 from Charlotte Housing Trust Fund 
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for a maximum of sixteen years for the purpose of constructing an extension to the 

Thompson’s Point wastewater system to serve seven lots on Lane’s Lane. 

VOTE on Article 8: failed by paper ballot 69 aye, 75 nay. 

 

Article 9: Will the Town vote to authorize an allocation of unused existing capacity 

of the municipal wastewater system in the west Charlotte village for 

private uses within the village as provided by 24 V.S.A. §3625 in a 

manner where all costs are borne by new private users? Advisory Article 

MOTION by Robert Chutter, seconded by Michael Yantachka, to authorize an 

allocation of unused existing capacity of the municipal wastewater system in the 

west Charlotte village for private uses within the village as provided by 24 V.S.A. § 

3625 in a manner where all costs are borne by new private users. 

VOTE on Article 9: carried by voice vote. 

 

Article 10: To transact any other business proper to come before said meeting.  

MOTION by Susan Ohanian, and seconded, Advisory Resolution regarding the 

impeachment of President Donald J. Trump: 

WHEREAS, The Foreign Emoluments Clause of the United States Constitution 

provides that “no Person holding any Office of Profit or Trust under [the United 

States] shall, without the Consent of Congress, accept any present, emolument, 

Office, or Title, of any kind whatever, from any King, Prince, or Foreign State,” 

WHEREAS, the Domestic Emoluments clause of the United States Constitution 

provides that, besides the fixed salary for his four-year term, the President “shall 

not receive within that Period any other Emolument from the United States, or any 

of them,” 

WHEREAS, Donald J. Trump, the President of the United States, owns various 

business interests by means of which he receives emoluments from foreign 

governments, states in the United States, and the United States itself, in violation of 

the Foreign and the Domestic Emoluments Clauses of the United States 

Constitution, 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE TOWN OF CHARLOTTE RESOLVES to call upon 

the United States House of Representatives to authorize and direct the House 

Committee on the Judiciary to investigate whether sufficient grounds exist for the 

impeachment of Donald J. Trump for the violations listed herein, and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be transmitted 

officially by the Town Clerk to the Member of the United States House of 

Representatives that represents the Town of Charlotte, namely, the Honorable Peter 

Welch. 

AMENDMENT by Mary Mead, seconded by Moe Harvey, to delete “Town Clerk” 

and replace with “the Charlotte Selectboard Chair” in the last paragraph. 

VOTE on the AMENDED ADVISORY MOTION: carried by voice vote. 

 

FRIENDLY MOTION by Robin Reid, that the Town of Charlotte educate the 

public and make available the Affordable Housing Trust Fund, with the intent to 

help people stay in their homes by constructing an affordable apartment. 

DISCUSSION: 
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Mr. Morrison noted two items as follows: 

1. Consider increasing the current grant cap of $10,000  

2. Appoint members to an Affordable Housing Committee. 

No vote was taken on the Friendly Motion. 

 

MOTION made and seconded to adjourn the 2017 March Town Meeting. 

VOTE: carried by voice vote. 

 

The 2017 March Town Meeting was adjourned at 12:54 p.m. 

 
Minutes respectfully submitted, Kathlyn Furr, Recording Secretary. 

 


